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triets, I am directed tv inform you that the
carriage of go-carts on country trains is a
different matter from their conveyance in the
metropolitan aren, where stations are equipped
with platforms and staff is available to assist
guards in the handling of the prams to and
trom the vans, Moreover, suburbar brakevan
compartments invarinbly have space to spare,
and their accommodation presents no diffieulty.

2. In the country areas, however, platforms
and staff are not at all points available, and
the handling of prams in brokevans taxed to
eapacity with perishable or other goods often
presents quite a problem, The position would
doubtless be aggravated on many lines, and
probably invelve the department in additional
cxpense were free carrviage to be agreed to,
and in the circumstances the Commissioner re-
greis that he cannot see his way to alter the
existing practice. At the same time, he desires
me to point out that the rate on prams is very
low, and it ean hardly be contended that the
freight imposes an undue burden on countiry
residents.

Hon. V. Hamersley: ‘We have not a
country-minded Government.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That shows the
aftitude adopted. Here is the cuse of a
woman who pushed a pram along two miles
ot rough road. Women in the metropolitan
aven have not to push their prams very far,
and they are acecorded the privilege of frec
carringe. The woman in the country, who
should receive more consideration than she
gets, may still push her pram two miles over
rough country, and then pay freight on the
train in and out. I regret that the Railway
Department have adopted that attitude, but
they have the anthority to say what shall be.
I have hurried over these matters, because
I do not want to spoil the evening for hon.
members, but I would say in conclusion that
it is my intention at a later stage to intre-
duce a Bill to amend the Transport Aet in a
manner similar to that which I previously
suggested, and I will deal with that matter
nore fully when I submit the Bill,

On motion by Hon. T. Moore,

adjourned.

debate

House adjonrned at 751 pm.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at .30
p.am.,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL TAX,
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for
Health: 1, What was the amount realised
under the Hospital Tax Act for the year
ended the 30th June, 19372 2, QOf such
amounts, how much was spent in the same
period on hospital buildings in (a) the
metropolitan avea; (b) in country dis-
triet? 3, How much of the money raised
by the tax in the same period was spent
on maintenance of hospitals in (a) the
metropolitan area; (b) in ecountry distriets?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, £234,599 3s. 6d. 2 (a), £3,171 0s. 44d.;
(b) £17,034 16s. 94d.; total £20,205 17s. 1d.
3 {a) £110,514 1s. 2d.; (b) £85,326 18s.
8d.; total £195,840 19s. 10d.

QUESTION—RURAL RELIEF.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What total amounts have been
made available for the adjustment of far-
mer’s debts under the Rural Relief Act,
1935, by (a) the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. (b) the State Government? 2, What
was the number of applications received
under the Rural Relief Aet, 19357 3, How
many applications were adjusted? 4, How
many are awaiting adjustment? 5, Up to
what date of application by farmers have
applieations been adjusted? 6, Is it the
intention of the Government to give effect
to the district debt adjustment provisions
of Section 9 of the Rural Relief Act? 7,
What was the cost to the 30th June, 1937,
of the administration of the Rural Relief
Act?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Advanced—(a) by Commonwealth Gov-
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ernment: at 30,6/1937, £464,000; first in-
stalment 1937-38, £83,000; total £547,000;
{b) no cash advances, but in relation to the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aet the Agri-
cultural Bank has agreed to write off
£703,234, the State Sawmills. Taxation De-
partment, and Water Supply Department
£10,175, a total of (715,400. 2, Applica-
tions reeeived total 2,9G1. 3, Applications
adjusted :—Adjusted and paid, 1,602; ten-
tatively passed by Trustees, but pending
creditors’ meetings, 337: total, 1,939, 4,
Awaiting adjustment, 1,359. 35, Appliea-
tions received during Nevember-December.
1936, now being dealt with. 6, Effect has
been given to this section by the appeint-
ment of Agrienltural Bank Tnspeectors as
distriet officers. 7, £11,470 (1/1/36-30 6~
37).

QUESTION-—WHEAT BELT, NORTH
GOOMARIN AREA.

Linking-up of Holdings.

Mr. BOYLE asked the DMMinister for
Lands: 1, Is it proposed to strengthen the
heldings of setilers on poor land in the
wheat helt by the addition of adjoining
abandoned blocks! 2, If so, when will this
poliey be piven effect to in regard to North
(Goomarin settlers who have already applied
for such linking-up? 3, Is he aware that
nearly two yvears have elapsed since these
settlers made their first applications? 4,
If a linking up is effecied, will the total
debts on such blocks be written down (o
the produetive capacity of the hloeks?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS replied:
1, Yes, in approved cases. 2, Policy is
being given effeet to at present. Prelimin-
ary action already taken by leasing addi-
tional holdings to settlers. 3, No. 4, Yes.

QUESTION—WATER AND
SEWERAGE RATES.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: What water and sewerage
rates were strueck in the metropolitan area
for the years 1932-1933, 1933-1934, 1931-
1935, 1935-1936¢

The MINISTER FOR WATER S8UP-
PLIES replied: 1932-1936: Water, 1s. 7d.;
sewerage, 10d.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—HOSPITALS FOR THE
INSANE, FRUIT SUPPLIES.

Mr. SAMPSOX asked the Minister: 1, Is
fruit a portion of the food regularly sup-
phed to patients of the different hospitals
for the insane? 2, What quantities have
heen so provided during the past year? 3, Ot
the aggregate, what quantity (a) has heen
purchased: (b)Y produeed on the home
tarms; (r) what varieties of fruit have been
provided !

The MINISTER FOR HFALTH replied :
1, Fruit is sopplied with reasonable
regularity subjeet to the fluctnations of
the wmarket. 2, Quantities supplied dor-
ing the past year total 63,095 Ihs. 3,
The above quantity wax made up of—(a)
LLGH [Ls, purehased; (hy 47,685 1bs, pro-
iheed by the farms of the Mental Hospitals
Department and 2,760 Ihe, <upplied by Par-
dellup Prison Farms (e) the above gnanti-
ties inchude plams, lomatoes, pears, apples,

fiws, oranges,

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to announce
that T have appointed Mr. Withers, Mr.
Hesney and Mr. Sampson to he temporary
Chairmen of Committees for the sessinn.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
=ence for two weeks granted fo the Minister
for Agricalture (Hon. ¥, J. 8, Wise—Cas-
coyne) on the gronnd of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sirth Day.
Dehate resuned from the previous day.

MR. WATTS (Katanning} [4.37]: T
should like to join with oiher members in
congratmlalting the Premier on his safe re-
inr from the Corenation celebrations and
alzo apon bis apparently greally improved
health, I am sure that whatever politieal
differences may exist hetween the Premier
and other members, we all have a very high
appreciation of the characteristies he dis-
plays in this House. We have found him to
he one of the most fair-minded men it is
possible to deal with, and in these cireum-
struers it affords ns great pleasure to offer
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kim onr congratulations. I, too, wish to
express my regret at the accident that befell
the Minister for Agriculture. It is unfor-
tunate that he met with that aceident and
wag hot able to attend a conference that was
to cwamence shortly after that oceurrence.
I trust it will not be long before the Minister
refurns to the State well able to resume his
duties in connection with the Agrienlfural
and Kdueation Departments. In the counrse
of the last 12 months, 1 suppose there has
been much done in my district for which I
and the disteiet ean be thonkful. I have
heen ¢bliged by various Government depart-
ments from time to time in the provision of
neecessary items, and for that which my elec-
torale has reeeived I think I may safely
say I am grateful. Af the same time there
are other matters that I think T have a
right to believe onght to have Deen pro-
vided, and indeed might have been provided,
had the opportunity for their provision been
embraced by those in authority. At the out-
set T intend making reference to the eondi-
tion, partieularly with regard to the furni-
ture, of certain country schools. I am
aware that in referring to this subject T am
not speaking of schools in the electorate of
Katanning only. Similar conditions are to
be found in schools in many other parts of
the State. It appears to me that so limited
is the amount of money made available for
expenditure by the Edueation Department
in the country districts, that a large number
of the schools are furnished in a manner
that is not only totally inadequate, but, in
all probability, very unhealthy and unsatis-
factory for the children who are obliged to
attend. On pernsing the Press during the
past fow weeks, T have noted that £500
could be expended on the improvement of
the grounds of a school at Bayswater, yot T
find that with regard to a sehool in my dis-
triet, at which about 12 children are in a’-
tendance, the provision of one desk, with a
seat along if to which no back is attached.
is all that was made by the department for
the use of those childven. That £500, while
it might bave been expended on work that
was required, could more justifiably have
been spent in the country districts for the
purpose of remedying the eonditions that
exist in a very large percentage of the
schools. I say “in a large pereentage of
the schools” because in deoing so I am not
merely giving expression to my own views.
I bave a lotter from the Edunecation Depart-
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ment under yesterday's date in which it is
stated—

The department is doing its best to -effect
improvements in the type of seats in country
schools. Last year an amount of money wus
provided which enabled us to furnish some
schools with dual desks, but there are many
schools yet to be provided for, In these, un.
fortunately, the long desks must still be in
use until additional funds are made available.

It is apparent that not only those who reside
within easy reach of the metrepolian area
and the larger centres are those whée eon-
tribute towards the revenue of the State.
People in the outback areas, to a greater or
lesser degree in aceordance with their means.
are contributors to that taxation, and are
entitled, as a right and not as a favour, to
stmilar treatment to that meted out to their
more fortunately-placed brethren in- the
metropolitan and larger centres. I' hope
that during the coming year a very definite
effort will be made throngh the Treasury to
enable the Education Departinent to provide
what T elaim as a right, namely, that these
couniry schools shall receive assistance in the
direction I have indieated, bringing them,
according to their size, relatively up to the
standard of comfort and conditions -that
exist in schools in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Cross: There is room for improve-
ment there, too.

My, WATTS: I have not a great deal to
say regarding railway matters but there is
one point I want to touch upon. Those of us
who have read the “Sunday Times” in re-
cent months, will have noticed that there
have been some complaints from residents
in the Great Southern distriets regarding
the unsatisfactory accommodation provided
for second-class passengers on  the trains
that run from Albany to Perth. One cor- |
respondent wrote very strongly three or four
months ago and complained that there was
practically no aceommodation for second-
class passengers if there was anything like
a large number who desired to be trans-
ported. It has to be remembered that the
train journey from Albany to Perth is made
almost entirely during the night, and the
people who travel by those trains are, in
consequence, compelled either to book a
sleeper at additiona}l cost, or else to sit up
thronghout the: night. Quite a number of
those who desire to travel by the train are
not in such a position that enables them to
afford the extra expenditare required to
secure a sleeper, and if the compartments
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are at all crowded, as they have been on
many oceasions, the passengers are com-
pelled to sit up in a cramped fashion from

some hour during the night until 11
o'clock the following morning. I would
like to suggest that in regard fo

trains that are purely passenger trains, con-
gideration should be given to making
every passenger have a sleeper; that
is to say, providing every passenger
with a sleeper whether it be in the
first or the second-class sections, and
the charge for the sleeper to be included in
the fare. I do not suggest that the fare
should be any greater than it is now. Per-
sons who travel by sueh trains running
through the night are, in my opinion, en-
titled to have a sleeper, provided they are
travelling a sufficient distance to warrant it.
The position wounld then be that each pas-
senger would have a modieurs of comfort if
travelling throngh the long night hours. T
zuggest this, not so much by way of eriticism
as by way of assisiance to the railways of
this State; becauvse, unless and until some
action is tsken to vender that trip from
Albany s more comfortable trip, there is
going to be taken every available opportun-
ity to travel by some other means. If the
journey by train can be made a little more
attractive, the number of persons who wish
to travel on that line T am referring to, and
also on other lines, would be very much
greater in the long run. We heard yester-
day a good deal from the member for Kan-
owna (Mr. Nulsen) in conneetion with the
port of Esperance. With all he said T am
jin entire agreement. The port of Esper-
ance is undoubtedly entitled, so far as is
humanly possible, to receive the benefits that
should belong to it, and so too is the port
of Albany. Without desiring for a moment
to enter into a consideration of whether one
place is better or worse than another, I say
definitely that those people who are to be
found in the hinterland of Albany are en-
titled to see Albany put into sueh a posi-
tion that they may use it as a port for their
own benefit and also for the benefit of
Albany itself. There is no need for me to
dilate on the conditions conferred by Nature
upon Albany as a port, for we all know that
they are there; but unfortunately they lack
development. It would be interesting to
ascertain what amount of money has been
spent on the port of Albany during recent
years, say, for the last decade. I think we
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should 6nd that, in common parlance, the
amount was merely negligible. The time i3
not far distant when the people of the
Albany zone will be saying in no uncertain
voice that they require the port of Albany
to be attended to. A eonsiderable nwn-
ber, in fact the greater proportion, of
those people are to be found in the Kat-
anning electorate, and they say that they
want bulk handling faecilities provided at
Albany. I agree with them that so long as
they do not have those facilities at Albany,
s0 long will those of them who are wheat-
growers—taking the figures quoted by the
Royal Commission on bulk handling—be suf-
fering a loss to the extent of 23d. to 2id.
per bushel on their output. There is not
much justifiecation for the econtinuance of
that loss. It may be that before bulk hand-
ling facilities are provided at Albany there
should be a certain amount of reclamation
al the foreshore. That reclamation could
be carried ont at a very reasonable price.
I suggested just now that it would be found
that the expenditure on Albany in reeent
years has been negligible. 1t is high time
that that was reectified. Its rectification
should first take the form of providing re-
elamation in order to furnish & site for the
buwk handling faeilities. There is no doubt
in my mind that the time is drawing very
near when the manufacture of superphos-
phate at Albany will have to be commenced.
It is very desirable that the reclamation I
referred to should take place, in order that
the superphosphate company which may ulti-
mately be induced to establish works there
should be able to find a suitable place for
the purpose. Possibly it would astonish
some members of this House to be told that
the use of superphospbate in the Albany
zone has increased by 6,000 tons during the
last three seasons, and that the consaumption,
so far as can be ascertained by consulting
the railway freight figures, is now approxi-
mately 22,000 tons per annum. And it is still
rapidly increasing. It has inereased from
16,000 tons in the year 1934-35 to 22,000 tons
for the season just past, and that inerease is
still progressing. The adoption of top-dress-
ing, which has been found to be of inestim-
able value for pasiures, is rapidly increas-
ing, which of course, means an inerease in
the consumption of superphosphate. As
a result of that {op-dressing—which is net
by any means practised by all the
farmers—the advautage of using super
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is becoming more and more wjdely
known, and there is no doubt that the prae-
tice of top-dressing will continue to in-
erease. It is impossible for members repre-
senting districts forming a large part of
the Albany zone to make any remarks on
the Address-in-reply without pressing very
strongly for consideration to be given o
those necessary works at Albany, so that
the people of the district we represent will
in due course have the facilities which I
contend, and they contend, they are un-
doubtedly entitled to as inhabitants of
the Albany zone. Among the charges that
are placed wpon the motoring public is fo
be found the annual driver’s license, which
ne doubt provides a convenient addition 1o
the revenue. One considering the position
of motonists so far as taxation is eon-
cerned must be impressed by the fact that
they are pretty hardly dealt with., There
is a tax of T1d. on the price of every
gallon of petrol that the motorist buys,
and while T admit that he receives a bene-
fit of portion of that in the improvement
of the roads over which he drives, yet the
balance of that tax brings in no benefit
except the benefit of the reflection that it
goes into Federal revenue. He is also
obliged to pay his annual license for the
use of the roads. With that T have no ¢com-
plaint. But he also contrtbutes indirectly
to other forms ot Government revenue.

The Minister for Works: The license fee
is not Government revenue.

Mr. WATTS: T did not say it was.

The Minister for Works: You said,
““Other forms of Government revenue.’’

Mr. WATTS: I was wrong. 1 meant
forms of taxation. He is also obliged
to pay Customs duty and, in addition, the
sales tax. There may be other charges that
he is compelled to pay. And now we find
that he is being asked to pay inereased
insurance rates on his vehicle. And on top
of it all there is the annmnal charge of a
fee of 3s. for the renewal of his license.
This is totally unnecessary, for if a man
be competent to drive a car in 1936, and
if he commits no offenee against the laws
during the next ten vears, it seems to me
that he will be quite competent fo drive
a car in 1946. 1 throw out for the consid-
eration of the Government the snggestion
that for atll new licenses obtained by motor-
ists in the first instanee a greater sum than
5s. be charged, and that renewal of licenses
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shonld not he enforced. Once a license is
izsned, the person securing that license
should be entitled to use it.

The Minister for Works: Motorists have
more taxes to pay to the Federal Govern-
ment. You are not eomplaining about that,

Mr. WATTS: I cannot, unfortunately,
The other dav the Minister for Works was
kind enough to inforim me that an amount
of £20 had been spent on the courthouse
nt Katanning, and that he had in contem-
plation the making of provision on the
draft Loan Estimates for alterations to
that place. [ do net like to miss any
opportunity of explaining to the Minister,
who has not inspected the place himself.
why he should not fail to go further thawm
those draft Estimates in this matter. The
courthouse at Katanning consists of three
rooms. Had the Minister been there three
or four weeks ago he would have found
that there was absolvtely no place where
a witness or an inquisitive visitor could
sit in the eoarf: hecanse the greatest part
of the space behind the bar was taken up
with the weights and measnres parapher-

nalia of ihe department concerned,
net to imention the whole estate of
4 deceased person whose estate was
in charge of the Curator. In eon-

sequence there was nowhere those people
ecould go. The police office is a room nf
13ft. by 12ft., in which a sergeant and three
police officers are supposed to be able Lo
transact the business to their own satisfae-
tien and the satisfaetion of those with
whom thev have to deal. T suggest that it
is imrpossible for them te do so. There are
times when the officer in charge of a station
is ecompefled to undertake what are more
or less private disenssions with those who
eome to see him. For this purpose there
is no place nvailable down there. The elerk
of ecourts—who has also such a wide variety
of duties to attend to that he is move
like a lord high everything-clse, as de-
picted in  #The Mikado”—is relegated
to a room 16ft. by 16ft., out of which there
has now been taken a large space at a cost
of £2¢ to provide & counter for the publie.
There is 1o convenience for the magistrate,

who has no other plaee in  which
to retire to consider his judgment
or to deal with Chamber matters. He

is compelled to aceept this space partitioned-
oft from the public room where people come
to buy stamps and have hirths, deaths and
niarriages registered and to require forty
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other things which this officer—thank good-
ress a most efficient person—has to attend
to. I have mentioned these matters because
I do pot think the Minister has seen them
for himself. This is the best opportunity
I have of advising him of the position, which,
by the way, I have not exaggerated. I trust
that very soon some effort will be made to
enlarge and modernise the premises for the
more efficient carrying on of Government
business. In the course of his speech the
member for Roebourne (Mr, Rodoreda) ex-
pressed the opinion that the basic wage
should be greatly increased. I think he said
a shilling or two would be of no use, that the
inerease ought to be in pounds. I do not
say I should be opposed to anyone receiving
an inerease of pounds in pay if it would do
him any good. I suggest that an increase sueh
as is suggested wounld probably reaci io the
detriment of those who got it.- A pound is
only worth what it will buy. If 10s. will
buy to-day what a pound will buy to-
morrow, a man might just as well have the
10s. to-day as the pound to-morrow. I am
not looking for anything in the nature of a
reduetion in the standard of living, nor for
any change that would he detrimental to any
section of the community. I ask those who
talk glibly about increasing the basie wage
by a pound a week, what will be the effect
upon the general ecommunity. The worker
is employed and paid his wages by the manu-
facturer or merchant, or someone who is in
# position to pass on all increased charges.
The employer will pass these charges on in
the future as he has done in the past. The
cost of the article the worker is compelled to
buy—it is the product of his own labour or
that of some other worker—is going to in-
crease as the wages increase. The greater
the inereased cost to the manufacturer or
merchant the greater will he the increased
price, because there will be n profit on the
inereased cost, and the greater the cost the
greater the profit. An inerease of that
eature would merely bring us back in a short
time to where we were, so that the 10s. of to-
day would buy as much as the pound of to-
morrow, and the pound of to-morrow would
be worth no more than the 10s. is worth to
us to-day. What we should endeavour to do
is to keep down the eost of living, so that the
10s. of to-day would he worth 1l1s. to-
morrow, and not that the pound of to-
morrow should be worth the 10s. of to-day.
The agricultural section is alse entitled
to  consideration. The members of
that section would naturally have to
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pay the increased cost to which T have
referred, and the increased profit upon the
inereased cost. Thev would be compelled,
with others to whom I have referred, to pay
an inereased price for the goods they buy.
Out of what fund would they pay that in-
ereased price? The only fund from which
they could pay would he represented by the
money they obtained from the bulk of the
produce they had to sell. For a long time
fo come the bulk of their produce will have
to be exported overseas, and the price which
can bhe obtained in the markets that are
available overseas is the price that the pro-
ducer must accept for bis products. He will,
therefore, receive no more, whatever charges
he will have to incur at this end. The in-
creased charges created in the manner I have
indicated will be passed on by the merchant
and manufacturer, so that the agriculturist
will have to pay more for what he requires,
and his last stage will be worse than his first,
bad encugh as it is to-day. If we counld
direct onr attention more towards inereasing
the amount that the pound will buy to-day,
than to inecreasing the number of pounds we
receive so thap those pounds will in future
buy less than they do to-day, we shall be
more suceessfully discharging our duty to
the country.

The Minister for Works: The worker does
not get the inerease from the Arbitration
Court until the cost has been passed on to
him.

My, WATTS: Let us try to work it out
the other way, so that nothing will be added
directly to the cost of living and so that the
basic wage may remain in statu quo. If the
worker can buy the same goods for less
money, it ouly 5 per cent, less, he will be
5 per cenl. better off. IE you give him 3
per cent. more money and inerease the cost
of living by 5 per ecent., the worker is no
better off.

My, Stubbs: It would he like the dog
chosing its tail.

Mr. WATTS: Yes. Reference was made
to me on the last day of last scssion when
members were considering an amendment ta
a motion for consideration of the Council’s
amendments to the Dairy Products Market-
ing Bill. Tt was only after the session was
over I vealised what that observation was
The vemark to which I refer was made by
the member for Vietoria Park (Mr
Raphael}.  What he said was that when
there was a chance of affording relief tc
necessitous and sustenance workers, my vote
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was always given agaiust doing it. I regret
the hon. member is not in his seat, for I am
coing to say one or two things which may
be usefal to him, The hon. member is not
lacking in the clement of kind-heartedness,
aud I do not suppose he wishes to do other
than a reasonably fair thing by those who
are somewhat down and ont. I believe that
his accusation on that occasion was probably
made withont duwe consideration, a practice
whieh I have noticed he is not always able
to guard against. As 1 believe that his re-
mark was made in the heat of rhe moment I
will not make the observations which it oc-
curred to me to make shortly after I read
what he said- It is, however, high time
that members opposite got out of their heads
the idea that those on this side of the House
are opposed to fair treatment being given to
sugtenance and relief workers, and other per-
sons similarly situated. I make this plain
declaration that full-time employment for
those men is very necessary. The Govern-
nient have an inercased revenue, consider-
aliy more revenue than they have had in
previeus years, and considerably more than
the previous Government had, and there are
fewer of those persons for the Government to
deal with. That being so, surely much more
could be done to provide more full-fime com-
ployment for those peaple than has been
done, The electorate of Vietoria Park, I
understand, eontains a considerable number
of industrial and relief workers. Probably
the hon. member is better abre to put up a
case for those folk than I would be able to
do. Both hefore and since T entered this
Chamber T have had just as evrdent a desire
for the improvement of their lot as
has the member for Vietoria Park. The
substance of the charge is that 1 voted
azainst legislation that was introdueed for
the benefit of those people. Would to God
an opportunity had been afforded to me to
vote for legislation that would bencfit them.
I ask you, Sir, to point it out to me. I have
gone carefully through the legislation that
has been submitted to Parliament during the
last two sessions, and ean find nothing which
by any stretch of the imagination was likely
fo improve the lot of sustenanee and relief
workers. The so-called industrial legislation
that we have had would in no cireumstances
contain anything that would have benefited
those people. The House will, therefore,
realise it was impossible for me or any other
member on this side of the Houze to vote
against something which did not exist. That
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is the actual position, There was only one
orcaston I think when we could have dealt
with the question of improving the condi-
tions of relief workers in a discussion in this
House. That was on the lst September last
vear when the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) moved an amendment to the mo-
tion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.  That amendment was to the effect
that in view of the s authorised to be
raised from the finaneial emergeney tax the
nnemployed relief worker might be put on
full-time. The member for Victorin Park
was to be found amoungst those who voted
agninst this amendment, while members on
this side of the Flouse were amongst those
who voted in the alfirmative, There is very
little left, therefore, of the case put up by
the hon. member. As I have said the charge
was made on the last dayv of the session, I
have decided to take this opportunity to re-
pl¥ to it, not only in my own interests, but
in the interest of those who do not politically
follow the Government, but who object very
strongly to its being said that they have no
heart and no mind to think for the indus.
trial worker, the unemployed person, who
through no fault of his own, for the most
part, has fallen upon hard fimes.

Hon. €. G. Latham: What about the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie?

Mr, WATTS: I am not going fo worry
about him. Why has no sueh legislation been
brought down for us to vote for or against?
We claim to be a democratic people, to he
governed by the Parliament of the country.
We claim that the benefits of legislation are
given to the people by the Legislature of the

State. For seven years unemployment has
been one of the principal items of
worry to us. Thuring all that period

no legislation has been placed before
Parliament to cnable us to deal with
the terms and conditions that should be
meted ount to those who requnire relief work.
Mr. Fox: Did not someone say that the
work should not be made too attraetive?
My, WATTS: This Legislature has never
had the opportunity to declare whether more
wotk should be given to these people or not,
that it should be more profitable to them or
not. There has been an entire absence of
any opportunity to diseuss these matters in
the House, except by motions, which are, to
a certain extent, a wasie of time. I believe
members on this side of the House will
agree with me when I say I will support
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to the limit any measure that the Gov-
ernment are prepared fo bring down for
the improvement of the lot of these par-
ticular people.

The Minister for Works: Do you remem-
ber your side of the House, when another
Government were in power, talking about
unemployment 7

Mr. WATTS: I was not in Parliament at
that time. So far as | see, the onus is
not on the private member, but upon the
Government, for if a private member
brouzht down a Bill to alter the expenditure
on unemployment relief, vou, Mr, Speaker,
know hetter than I where he would get. 1
contend that the Government have not dis-
charged the onus upon them inasmuch as
they have not given the Legislature an op-
portunity to say whether the proposals put
up and  the methods used by the Govern-
ment for the amelioration of unemployment
are satisfactory or not. Until the Govern-
ment do that, T contend it is useless for
members on the other side of the Chamber
to eriticise members on this side for the atti-
tude they might adopt, or members opposite
think we might adopt, in regard to the ques-
tion of unemployment. In eonclusion I de-
sire to make reference to the position that
appears to be arising under a ukase that has
gone forth lately, to the effect that no Gov-
ernment contracts or Government business
shall he given to firms unless they under-
take to employ nothing but labour eompris-
ing members of some industrial union.

Mr. Hegney: That is to ensure fair com-
petition,

Hon. €. G. Latham: That’s a new one!

Mr. WATTS: It may be as the member
for Middle Swan (Mr. Hegney) says. So
far as T am concerned, such a ukase brings
the Government of this country to a much
lower level than I ever had expected it
would be brought. Simply by an administra-
tive art the Government almost deprive
some nersons of the right to earn their liv-
ing. There are in Western Australia manu-
factories with which, I helieve, the Govern-
ment have dealt, but with which they will
no longer deal unless the ukase is obeyed.
Let ns imagine for one moment what would
happen to 2 coneern such as that which
makes woollens at Albany, supposing the
concern was unable to carry out the terms
of the ukase. Immediately, T take it, the
Government would proceed to buy in the
Eastern States the stuff they now buy from
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the Albany woollern mills. Down falls at
once all the elamour we have heard about
patronising local industry. Down fzlls at
once the apparent desire to employ oar own
workers in the manufactore of the goods we
need. I do not know whether the ukase will
affect the business to which I have referred,
but there is a possibility of that. And there
is the same possibility with regard to other
eancerns as well. In my mind there is no
doubt that if this vkase is allowed to po
without challenge, it may in time be applied
to some matter where it will be equally or
ever more objectionable, TUnless we are
eareful, the demoeratic principles of which
we talk so mnch may be entirely lost to us.
A brake should be put upon any Ministry
which adopts suebh an attitude.

MR. TONEIN (North-East Fremanile)
[5.19]: One of the speakers in this disens-
sion has said that the debate on the Address-
in-reply is of very little value and that steps
should be taken to abolish it. In my opinion,
it would be a sorry day for the private mem-
her if the facility which is now given to
take a speech on the Address-in-reply weve
taken away. It has heen said that a private
member can bring before the House by way
of motion or Bill whatever he desires to
speak upon, I do not agree with that, for
there are some questions upon which we de-
sire to speak but vpon which a private mem-
her would find it highly diffieult to introduce
a Bill and thus obiain an opportunity io
address himself to the subject. The Address-
in-reply may be likened closely to a number
of things which are provided for us, and
which we are not obliged to use unless we
wish to do so. 1f a member feels that he
has nothing to say on the Address-in-reply,
alt he has to do is to sit still. So far as he
is concerned, the motion can go through
without a speech, However, it is a good
thing to know that the opportunity is there.
Afthough a private member has not  the
ehanee of doing a great deal in Parliament,
whother he he on the Government or on the
Opposition side, still there are times when
private members feel that they wonld like
to give expressions of epinion on big gques-
tions, whether their ideas amount to much
or not. It may be that even from the
humblest of us words of wisdom may at some
time or other fall. Small heginnings may
have great endings. The Speech of His
Escelleney the Lient.-Governor had one or
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two bright spots. There was a mention of
the commencement to build the Canning
Bridge. There was also mention of a pre-
liminary survey made with a view to the re-
placement of the existing Fremantle traffic
bridge. Those deeisions, although long de-
layed, are highly appreciated. I congratu-
late the Government upon having at last
Jnade up their minds to build those two
struetures. Very few people, I believe, will
disagren with that attitude. Alfhough, as I
said, there are one or two bright spots in
the Speech, a perusal of the proposed legis-
fation set out does not give one cause for
enthusiasm. I acknowledge that quite a lot
of useful and desirable legislation is pro-
posed, but I am inclined to agree with the
member for West Perth (Mr. McDonald)
that, after all, the legislation to an extent
dcals only with externals. I want to see that
desirable legislation enacted, but I believe
that to-day we are c¢onfronted with prob-
lems of such magnitude that it would take
us our full time to consider them nlone. In-
deed, our time would bave been well speunt
if at the end of a session we could say that
we had found s solution to one of these
great problems. The three greatest problems
awaiting solution are youth employment,
full-time employment for adult workers, and
housing for the people. Several speakers
have already mentioned the subjects of
nutrition and physieal fitness, bat I consider
that the three subjects which I have men-
tioned are conditions precedent to doing any-
thing for nutrition and physical fitness. We
must give the people sufficient money to buy
their food before we can talk to them about
developing physical fitness. They must be
adequately fed with food of the right kind
first of all, and that means increased pur.
chasing power. When we have given the
people that increased purchasing power and
have properly housed them, we ean talk to
them about developing their bodies so that
they will become fine types of men and
women. In my view, youth employment is
the foremost problem of the day. During
the recess I took the trouble to make a sur-
vey of my district. I was not able to visit
every house in it, but T did wvisit several
bhundreds, making inguiry on the doorstep
from the parents as to the number of unem-
ploved young people they had in their
homes. T ascertained that there were about
three young men between the ages of 18 and
25 out of work to every young woman. The
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proportion was about three to ohe. I found,
too, that in the majority of cases these
young men and voung women of 22 or 23
had not done any work since they left
school. I tabulated the results, and they
may be of value later. On going through
them I found that very few indeed of these
voung people—I have their names here—
had held a job which lasted more than
three months. Some of them had had no
work at all. I was speaking to one young
fellow, 23 vears of age, who had not had
a day’s work. All he had done was to go
fishing. He made a few shillings from the
fish he was able to catch on occasion, but
he had never had a job. Again large num-
bers of these young people were sacked at
the age of 19. That is to say, they found
employment in various factories for a few
months only. Some of them started work
at 17 or 18, but they were invariably sacked
at 19. So the problem seems to be that
for a certain seetion of our young people,
those who eame on the labour market just
at the onset of the depression, there has
been no opportunity whatever. The jobs
simply have not been available. As con-
ditions improved a liftle, other young
people who had gone through their school-
ing came on the labour market, with the
resnlt that large numbers lost their oppor-
tunities for a job and, so far as I can see,
unless something is done will never he
anything more than casual labourers get-
ting an odd hour here and there. These
are the men and women whe are to govern
this country in the future. I was greatly
interested in May of this year to read a
speech delivered by Mr. Stanley Baldwin,
then Prime Minister of Great Britain. The
speech was delivered on the eve of his re-
tirement, and it was given to a huge gath-
ering of Empire vouth in the Albert Hall.
Baldwin told those young people that they
were the governors of the future, and that
they would be charged with the responsi-
hilitv of safeguarding democracy. There
is a good ehance for democracy if its safety
is to be dependent upon young men and
voung women who have never had a job
in their lives and have scarcely had a six-
pence in their pockets! Mr. Baldwin spoke
to them about the brotherhood of man. He
said that the brotherhood was often denied
and derided, but that we would find no
rest until we acknowledged it as the ulti-
mate wisdom. Faney talking to young men
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and young women 22, 23 and 24 years of
age, who have never had a job, about the
brotherhood of man, while they see other
people riding about in laxury! If he had
spoken about the martyrdom of younth, he
wounld have heen nearer the mark.

Mrs. Cardell-Otiver: That 10,000 did have
jobs,

Mr. TONKIN: I am speaking about youth
generally. Is the hon. member against doing
something for unemployed youth?

Mr. Marshall: If it interferes with the idle
rich, she certainly will be.

Mr. TONKIX: Xo sane-minded man or
woman would disagree with the statement
that this is the problem of the age. People
are apt to tzke a superficial view if they do
not move amongst the unemployed young
men and women. If they do move amongst
them, they will find out that the prespects of
unemployed youth for the fufure are nil
Their moral fibre is being sapped. We have
evidence on every hand of the inerease in
delinqueney among young people, and here
is the reason. They are idle; all amhition
has been deadened becanse thev have gone
day after dayv looking for the job that was
not there, and at last they have given up the
search. Their outlook for the future is gone,
and yet they arc the people who, within the
next few years, will he the governors of the
countries in which thev live. If we look
closely into the matter, we will find that
where families have one or two, or some-
times three, young men and women ount of
work, the father, who possibly is on part-
time employment, is obliged to maintain
them, with the consequent great lowering of
the standard of living of that family. That
means that we are storing up a heap of
trouble for ourselves in the fnture, not only
in regard (o the moral aspect of the question
but also from the health standpoint, because
these people who are being undev-nourished
will be more susceptible to disease, and we
will find our hospital bill mounting and our
loss through illness increasing. The question
is not one that ean he dealt with adequately
by a State, and there were indications not
long ago that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment intended to do something. Several con-
ferences were held. At the conclusion it was
decided by the Federal Government that they
would pass the matter on to the States to
deal with, and they considered that Western
Australia could deal adequately with the
problem an a vote of €14.000! T would point
out that the local authorvity of Methourne
voted £30,000 for rounding off street corners
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i the city, but the Commonwealth Govern-
ment believes that this problem can be deajt
with in the State of Western Australia with
a vote of £14,000 as a national contribution.
That amount would not meet the problem in
my electorate, let alone in the State. When
I have finished this survey, I shall proh-
ably find that there ave over 300 yowng

men and women between 18 and 23
out of work who have never had a
joh for more than three months, It

would take more than £14,000 to provide for
them, to give them an opportunity for the
future. Yet we find that the whole State has
to try and set np some organisation to e
something with a grant of £14,000. T hope
this will be made a vevy live guestion at the
forthcoming Federal elections.

Hon, ¢. G. Latham: What did your Gov-
ernment do with the €25,000 obtained fromt
the publie?

AMr. TONKIN: T hope this question will
he a live one at the fortheoming Federal
elections, and I hope, too, that we will hear
members on both sides of the House clamour-
ing for something to be done. Tt is notl a
question, “Do we desire to do it? It is a
question whether we ean afford to leave it
alone. I say definitely that we eannot.

Mr. Mavshall: Tt iz a moral obligation.

Mr. Hughes: The pity is that it will be
only an eleetion cry: it wilt fade away after
the election.

Mr. TONKIN: It might be an election
cry¥ on the part of the hon. member.

Mr. Marshall: He is an aunthority on those
ruestions.

Mr. TONKIN: T shall have another op-
portanity of dealing further with this sub-
jeet, and the hon. member for East Perth
will find out that T shall still be raising my
voice on this ynestion a long time after the
next Federa] election, whether I am in Par-
liament or out of it. We come now
'to the question of fulltime employ-
ment of the men on Government relief
works, I eannot understand why we have
not put all relief workers on full-time em-
ployment. The Lieut.-Governor's Specch
set out that there are now less than half
the number of men dependent upon the Gov-
ernment for relief and sustenance than was
the case four years ago. We are certainly
getting more money from the financial emer-
geney tax now than four years ago, If we
have only less than half the number of men
to provide for, and more money to spend,
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it should not be a diffieult matter to put these
men on full-time employment.

The Premier: More than half of the men
are employed with loan money. .

Myr. TONKIN: What difference does that
make? We have less than half to provide
for now. The Speech says that there are
6,700 men dependent on the CGovernment;
four years ago there were 14,000. There
were 14,000 four years ago and less than
7,000 now; whether they be employed with
loan money or from revenue makes no dif-
ference to me. Thus, as there are less than
half to be provided for now, even if we
doubled their pay we would be no worse oft
than before. If we put them on full-time
we showld still have a good deal of money
left. T hope this matter will be specdily
attended to.

Mr. Hughes: I think you voted against
full-time work last session,

Mr. TONKIN: I did not. Nufrition is
being talked about a good deal. ‘‘Noarish
the people properly,” it is said. “Tmprove
their physique.® We have a basie wage
which sets down the amount neeessary to
maintain a man and his wife and two child-
ren provided he is employed full-time. What
happens to the standard of living of that
man who has more than two children and
is only employed part-time? They must be
on the horderline of starvation.

Mr. Hughes: What about the C eclass men
getting 28s, a week to keep a wife and two
children?

Mr. TONKIN: Their condition is worse.

My, Hughes: There are hundreds of them.

Mr, TONKIN: We shall have to put these
men on full-time employment, in order to
bring their standard of living up to that
which is eonsidered reasonable for the man
on the basic wage. If we want to be satis-
fied that we are reasenable men we cannot
any longer tolerate a condition of things
which ordains that 7,000 men and their
wives and families must continue to exist
on a standard of living which is a long way
below that eonsidered reasonable. The mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. McDonald) last
night, in a quick review of unemployment
generally, mentioned that it appeared that
during the depression it mattered little
whether a country had access to raw mate-
rials or not; whether it was a highly indus-
trialised eountry or not; whether it had a
dense population or a sparse population.
These things seemed to matter very little but
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each ecountry had considerable unem-
ployment. That, of course, is true. I inter-
jected with a question as to whether that
was the position in Russia, The hon. mem-
ber answered and inferred that there was
no unemployment in Russia because the men
were paid so little there. No doubt the hon.
member gave that answer on the spur of the
moment. If he had had an opportunity of
thinking it out, he would not have said any-
thing so foolish. If the hon. member’s state-
ment 1s correct, all we need to do in order
to abolish nnemployment is progressively to
reduce wages.

Mr, Hughes: That is not your poliey, is
it?

My, MeDonald: Do you
Soviet system in Australia?

Mr, TONKIN: I will deal with the subject
in my own way, and in my own time, and I
hope that I will satisfy the hon. mem-
ber. He gave his answer on the spur of the
moment; but if what he said was true, if
there is no unemployment in Russia because
of low wages, then all we need to do is pro-
pressively to reduce wages here, and thus in-
crease employment. As a watter of fact, we
know that the opposite is the case. Fx-
pericnee has shown eonelusively that as the
purchasing power of the masses is increased,
w0 the outlook for employment is improved.
That is why in those countries where they
embark on extensive programmes of loan
works, put large hodies of men on Govern-
ment work and so inerease the spending
power in  those countries, employment
eathers momentum cuickly. But there is an-
other answer to the hon. member, We know
that wages are not lower in Russia; that is,
comparatively lower,

My, MeDonald: I koow they are.

Mre. TONKIN: I will prove that they are
not. Tauckily, the International Labour
Organisation has made considerable inquir-
ieg into these matters and reports arc tabled
regularly,

Hen, €. G. Latham: Show us the value of
the rouble compared with

My, TONKIN: T am not talking about the
value of the rouble, I will give figures from
Germany, Japan and Russia, and prove that
the reason why there is no unemployment in
Russia is not because there is a low standard
of living but because there is a different sys-
tem. First of all, I will tell the hon. member
that in 1936 production in Russia was 300
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per cent, higher than the 1929 level. No
other country in the world approached any-
thing like that in 1936 and in some coun-
tries—krance for example—they are very
little better ofi now than in 1929.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have to find out
what the standard was in 1929. The standard
in Russiz was very low.

Mr. TONKIN: The hon, member will ad-
mit that they are continuing to improve?

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not say they are
not improving.

Mr. TONKIN: We will take the member
up on his own wrzment.  If the standard
of living in Russia in 1929 was very low,
the honourable member will admit that there
was a large number of unemployed in
Russia at the time. The standard of living
in Russia to-day is considerably higher than
it was in 1929

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: The women have ts
work, ever on the roads.

Mr. TONKIN: There is no unemploy-
ment to-day. Therefore it cannot be argued
that the reason why there is no unemploy-
ment is the low standard of living hecause,
as the standard of living improved, =0 un-
cmpleyment diminished.

Mr. MeDonald: Did net 2,000,000 people
die of starvation?

AMr. TONKIN: 1 have heard of thousands
of people dying of starvation in other
countries. The report of the Director of the
International Labonr Organisation deals
with the great improvement in agriculture
and production generally, and then con-
tinues—

More important, however, than the actunl
development of agricultare and industry are
the ehanges which it is effecting in the life of
the people. As two membhers of the staff of the
International Labour Office who recently
vigited this eountry have put it, ‘* The present
phase of Soviet development may be charae-
terised as an effort to find a worknble synthesis
of individual interests and ecollectivist prin-
eiples, What strikes one in the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics to.day is the way
in which eollective ownership nud eollective
methods of action are combined with a new
emphagig upon personal incentives and personal
welfare and ways of living. This efort col-
ours all aspects of Soviel life.”?

The abolition of rationing has introduced
a new price-system, but 1t is a aystem of prices
fixed by authority, not by the unrestrieted play
of economic forces. It las also introduced the
problem of wages in their relation to cost of
living and the problems which derive from
differentiation hetween the rewards which in-
dividuals obtain from their labour and from
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the ways in which they use or misuse their
money.

The tendeney towards methods of payment
by result in order to stimulate production has
been greatly accentuated rccently.

Hen. C. (. Latham: Yes, payment by re-
sults,

Mr, TONKIN: Does that suit the honour-
able member?

Hon. C. G, Latham: It is the policy in
Russia, and you are advocating it.

Mr. TONKIN: The report continues—

Already in 1934, in large-seale industry, 69.6
per cent. of the work was done on a piece-rate
basis. Moreover, in addition to the financial
inducement, the Stakhanov movement has
given a great impetus to efficiency and economy
of production. The enthusiasm with which the
notion has heen taken up that the worker
should be constanly endeavouring to improve
his output by thinking ouwt or applying more
expeditious and labour-saving nethods of work
ia but one example of the patriotic fervour
which lends so much @yepamic force to the in-
dustrial expansion of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republies. The maintenante of this
spirit is all the easier on account of the youth
of the great wajority of the workers and of
the eoncrete results in the way of better living
standards which are now beginning to beeome
evident,

Hon. C. (3. Latham: Your own people say
that Russia is still a hundred years behind
the Old Country.

Mr, TONKIN: Who are our own people
to whom the honourable member refers?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Lahour people. T
will qnote some of them, if vou like,

Mr. TONKIN: I hope the Leader of the
Opposition is not questioning the source of
this information,

Hon. €. . Latham: No, I have read it.

Mr. TONKIN: Then it seems evident that
there has been an improvement in the
standard of living of the people.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Due to their having
to do piecework.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not agree with that.
I say it is dve to the cmployment of the
people. They are all at work, and there is
an outleok for the youth of the country,
something that does not exist bere.

My, Sampson:
conditions?

Mr. TONKIN: I advocate silence on the
part of the honourable member.

Mr. Sampson: That would make things
easier for you.

Do vou advocate similar
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Mr. TONKIN:
from the report—

That the astandard of living is rising all
round is attested by numerous witnesses.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It needs to rise.

My, TONKIN: The statement proceeds—

Without suggesting that Soviet standards

¢an already be compared to those of Western
Europe or the United States, it may be said
that the avowed goal of the whole effort to
achieve adequate standarda for the masses is
no longer considered either as unattainable or
even extremely remote.
That satisfies me. We know that 20 years
ago the masses of the people in Russia had
no outlook and no future. Now we are told
that their goal to achieve adeqnate living
standards is regarded, not as unobtainable,
but as gunite within sight.

Hon. C. G. Latbam: Russia is even going
in for private ownership.

Mr. TONKIN: It does not say that the
gondition of the Russian people, even
though it has improved, is as low as it was
in Western European countrics onc hundred
vears ago, as the Leader of the Opposition
would have us believe. It admits that their
standard is not as high as ours, but it says
definitely that the Russian people are catch-
ing up quickly.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It does not oy any-
thing of the sort.

Mr. TONKIN: If they onee cateh up, it
will not be long hefore they leave us behind.

Mr. Marshall: We are retrogressing.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Due to the present
Governiment,

Mr. TONKIN: In conclusion
aspeet, the report says—

The issue to be emphasised is not so much
what conditions are to-day, bet how they eom-
pare with the past, and what they are bheeom-
ing. Tt js by that test that the Soviet experi-
ment in eolleetivist economy shouldl bhe ap-
praised and finally judged.

We must all agree with that. That is the
only reasonable basis upon which we can
sum up the efficacy or otherwise of the
Russian experiment. What I have said
shows eonclusively, T think, that the rea-
son why there are no unemployed ip Rus-
sia to-day is not because of low wages
enabling the Government to employ every-
body, but because a different system of
economy has heen adopted there. Although
considerable improvement is manifest
throughout the world,—in some countries
greater than in others, though there has

Let me quote further

of this
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been hardly any improvement in France,
for instance—this fact stands out clearly,
that unemployment has not been reduced
to the extent that industrial production has
inereased; nor has there been any improve-
ment fo speak of in international trade.
This suggests that the improvement that
is apparent is due rather to the policies of
Governments to provide employment for
men on logn works than to any definite
improvement in conditions of employment
generally, T am led to the conclusion that
from now on we shall be faced with the
necessity for providing employment for a
large body of men who will never again
be absorbed in industry. The sooner we
realise that fact, the better it will be. Hav-
ing realised it, we shall have to consider
whether these men will be employed by
Governments on part-time or full-time
work. We cannot for any length of time
continue the practice of having a large
body of men permanently employed by
the Government on a standard which is
lower than what is considered reasonable.
Therefore, if we are charged with the re-
sponsibility of providing work for several
thousand men year after year, those men
will have to be employed full-time and at
full rates. T urge the Government to give
immediate attention to this matter, to de-
lay no further, and to put the men into
full-time employment. I believe that all
workers, with the exception of part-time
men on Government works, have been re-
stored to the pre-depression level of work
and pay. Only yesterday the bank offi-
eials proved their ¢laim in the Arbitration
Court. They were subject to a rednetion
of 10 per cent. in their wages, and the 10
per cent. was fully restored to them yes-
terday. In sopport of their case, they
claimed that they were the only ones still
bearing the special hurden imposed upon
them as a result of the depression. Thus,
harnk officials have had their pay restored,
but relief workers on part-time employ-
ment, by virtue of not getting in a full
vear’s work, are to that extent being bur-
dened with a reduetion of wages. T hope
immediate steps will he taken to remedy
this position. The third question with
which I wish to deal is that of housing. It
i5 true that there is considerable activity
in the building industry. A large number
of houses are being erected in various
paris of the State. Althongh they are
gencrally of a fine type, they are houses that
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meet the needs of only a certain section of
the community. T submit that the require-
ments of the basic wage worker—the or-
dinary labourer—are not being met by the
building programmes at present in opera-
tion. I took the trouble to aseertain sta-
tisties of houses available for remnting in
my distriet. In 1935, in the North-Fre-
mantle distriet, 27 houses were deelared
unfit for habitation. In 18 instaznces the
orders were complied with, and the houses
were renovated fo the satisfaction of the
loeal anthority; the remaining nine houses
were demolished. Tn 1936, the number of
houses declared unfit for habitation was 72.
In 54 cases the orders were ecomplied with,
and the liouses fixed up. In four instances
nothing has yet heen done, and 14 houses
were demolished.  In 1937 20 houses were
declared unfit for habitation, and in one in-
stance ihe order was complied with, while
in 15 the matter is pending, and four housey
were demolished. The net result is that in
the last three years in North Fremantle, 119
houses were declared unfit for habitation, 73
were renovated, 19 orders were dealt with,
and 27 honses were demolished. During that
time only one house of 2 value of less than
£h00 was crected in the distriet, which means
that in the last three years there has been
n mnet decrease of 26 houses available for
renting. We find a similar position at
Mosman Park, though I should not say that
hecause it is not quite similar to the posi-
tion at North Fremantle. In 1935 no house
was deelared unfit for habitation at Mosman
Park. In 1936 19 houses were declaved un-
fit, 18 were renovated, and onc was demo-
lished. In 1937 six honses were declared un-
fit, and two orders were lifted, leaving four
houses still unfit for habitation. So there
has been a net decrcase there, and I am in-
formed by the secretary of the loeal board
that the number of houses ereeted in the
district during the last three years at a cost
of under £500, was 18 up to June last. Thus
in those two distriets, Mosman Park and
North Fremantle, in the last three years,
there bas been a decrease in the nunber of
houses available of a value up te £500, There
i9 a well known preeept that a person who
i contemplating the purchase of a house
should not buy one of a greater value than
the amount of his wages or salary covering
a period of two years; that is to say, if a
man is on a wage or salary of £300 a year
he should not contemplate buying a house
costing more than £600. If a man is on the
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basic wage he should not buy a house cost-
ing more thban £350, otherwise he will find
himsel€ in difficulties from the commence-
ment. Therefore the type of house neces-
sary to provide accommodation for a worker
is essentially a house costing less than £500,
and very few of such houses are being built
to-day. People who propose to invest their
money in houses for the purpose of letting
inem do not build them costing less than
£500: usually they build houses of a value
of £700 or £800, and those houses are sub-
sequently let for 255, a week. So we see that
scarecly anvbody is providing the type of
house that is required. A person able to
huild a house costing £700 or £800 can in
most instances srrange finanee for himself,
either through a building society or a specu-
lating builder; but the person on the basic
wage or on part time who wants a house,
has no opportunity of doing that. Tt is im-
possible for him to finance the building of a
house, and it means that he eannot et one.
We find this position oecurring, and fewer
and fewer houses arc being built snitable for
the people who require them, As houses are
demolished we find families being foreed to
occupy a residence that is already housing a
family, and so we have two or more families
living under the one roof, which 15 a very
undesirable state of affairs, Tt is quite pat-
ent that private enterprise will not take np
this question, and will not build houses of a
value of £350 or £400, Therefore the Gov-
ernment must do so, T think it is recognised
thronghout the world that this 1s a problem
in all ¢ountrirs. Rome vears ago the Com-
monwealth Housing Act was passed with a
great flourish, the object being to provide
houses of the tvpe to which T have referved,
("nfortunately, however, searecly anything
has been done under that Aet. T suggest that
the Government should get busy immediately,
take up the question with the Federal Gov-
ernment, and endeavonr to obtain money un-
der the provisions of that Honsing Aet for
the purpose of providing the houses that
are necessary in this State. The Workers’
Homes Board should have it made clear to
them that houses are essential, and that
large numbers of them must be huilt and
huilt quiekly.,

The Minister for Health: The local
aathorities will have to alter their Act with
regavd to brick areas,

Mr. TONKIN: There wili
trouble in North Fremantle.

not be that
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Mr. Hegney: Or in Middle Swan cither.

My, TONKIN: We will be all right in that
regard, bui the difficulty I sec is in respect
of the man on casual work. The employ-
ment of a wharf labourer, for instance, is
casual; he cannot say from day to day for
how long he will he employed. If such a
man applies to the Workers’ Homes Board
for a home, the board will consider that
application side by side with another from
& person who may be in a permanent posi-
tion, and in receipt of perhaps a good salary,
The board will deeide in favour of the per-
son oecenpying the permanent position and
the wharf labourer must go without. In
my opinion that is wrong. The man in a
eood position can make his own arrange-
ments; he should not be assisted to the ex-
elusion of those who are less forfunately
sitnated—those on the basic wage or on part
time work. If a man on Government relief
work applies for a home he will be told that
he has no security of employment, or that
his wage average is less than the basic wage
and that therefore he will not be able to meet
the payments, He will be told also that he
is a bad risk and the board are sorry that
they cannot assist him to get a house. That
kind of thing does not satisfy wme. The per-
sons T have deseribed must be given houses.
They are entitled to have a roof over their
heads. There have been instances, I sup-
pose, where people have moved from homes
owing some rent, but now landlords have
taken steps to deal with that position, and
when a person comes along to rent a house
he is asked to show his previons rent hook.
It is very clear that the workers are paving
to landlords rents which are higher than they
would have to pay if they oceenpied workers’
homes costing about £350 or £400. A decent
house can be built for £350.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What rent would he
have to pay?

Mr. TONKIN: The total covering repay-
ment of principal, interest, and rates to the
local authorities would be 13%. 4d. a week.
The Workers’ Homes Board assured me that
they could build quite a decent weatherboard
house, and that 13s. 4d. would cover interest,
principal and rates.

Mr. Fox: And in 16 years the house would
be paid off,

Mr. TONKIN: I know of few instances
where houses can be rented in  North
Fremantle—and cheaper rents eannot be
found anywhere—for 13x. 4d. per week. In
most eases rents are considerably higher than
that, the figure being generally 16s. to
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17s. Bd. & week for a four-roomed house, and
a heuse not in very good condition either.
If the Workers' Homes Board c¢an provide
homes to cost the persons for whom they are
built 13s. 4d. a week, they should hurry up
and build hundreds of them, becanse they
are very necessary. Now we c¢an test the
Commonwealth Government out. They have
their Housing Act, and they have pleaty of
money, and so we shonld endeavour to get
some of 1t and put it into the housing scheme
that I suggest. I should ke to sce the
Workers’ Homes Board take up the guestion
properly and build these houses right away.
I am not saying that we should not provide
a worker on £300 or £350 a year with a home
under the workers’ homes scheme, but if the
provision of homes for those people means
the exclusion of others less fortunately situ-
ated from the right to have a home, the sys-
tem should be altered. Again T say it is
not a quesiion whether or not we particu-
larly like to do it; it becomes a quegtion
whether it is essential. In the distriet I rep-
resent each year there are fewer houses of
this type available, and it does not need much
imagination to econjure up what the position
will he in a year or two if steps are not
taken very soon to provide these homes. At
the present time we find two or three families
living under the one roof, and I shudder to
think what would happen if an epidemie
broke out in a thickly populated locality. We
can remedy that position by building homes
of the type I have suggested, and by doing
so we give individuals some ineentive to
lead better lives, and change the outlock of
those people who have never had the oppor-
tunity of knowing what their own home was,
It will also be possible for those people to
rear their families in a better atmosphere.
That will be all to the good. It will remedy
not only the bad position that exists at pre-
sent, but will be of great benefit to the race,
since it will improve the outlook of the
people, and make it better for the children
who have to spend their time at home.

Hon. C, @. Latham: Come over to this
side, and we will make a start.

Mr. TONKIN: I am afraid the hon. mem-
her would not.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes we would.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: From the social aspeet
alone, the necessity for an extensive honsing
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scheme must be appavent, Again, it repre-
sents a big source of potential economic acti-
vity, and that is an additiona) reason why the
Government should embark upon the seheme,
I have endeavoured to indicate to the House
the three problems that should be dealt with
forthwith. First, there is youth employment

and then the problem of full-time employ-
ment for the adult worker. The third
problem relates to housing. I have en-

deavoured to explain why these matters are
%0 urgent, and tv give reasons why immedi-
ate action should be taken. The fact that
there are workless aud homeless people, as
undoubtedly there are, is not due to any
niggardliness on the part of Nature, but
entirely to man-made conditions and rela-
tionships. As the present unsatisfactory
conditions are due to those eanses, then it
should not be beyond mankind to devise re-
medies for these particular ills. I hope
that all members will endeavour o study this
quostion fairly and loock for a solution of
the problem. I cannot do better than com-
mend to them the literature that is issued
from time to time by the International
Labhour Organisation of Geneva. 1 may be
optimistic, but T helieve that from the efforts
of that body a tremendous amount of good
will ultimately flow. If I had the time and
inclination at the moment, I could indicate
to members much good that has been accom-
plished as the result of its efforts despite the
opposition—and I do not like having to say
it—that emanated from the British Empire.
One point rises to my mind. Last session an
attempt was made to adopt the Convention
for a reduction of the hours of wurk for
officers and men on ships in port. Great
Britain was one of the greatest opponents to
the adoption of that Convention, even though
the United States of Ameriea, France, and
1 am pleased to say, Australia, supported
the proposal. The International Labour
Organisation is doing marvellous work and
its literature is well worth reading. TIf my
speech does nothing else but bring that
phase under the potice of members, T am
satisfied that much good will acerue.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco}
[7.353]): Unlike my colleagues whe have
adopted a eontrary attitnde, I do protest
against speeches at this stage of the ses-
sion. Parliament has been in recess for
practically eight months, and I think it is
time we got on with some legislative work.
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Mr. Hegney: Then let us get on with it.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: By indulging
in speeches at this stage’ we not only hold
up the work of this House, but that of the
Legislative Council as well. Interjections
also tend to hold up business. It is com-
monly thought that during the recess
members of Parliament bave little or no
work to do. The more -conscientious
amongst us realise that during the recess
we have not only constant work, but a
most trying time. Our efforts mostly
affect individoals or organisations or per-
haps have relation to municipal grievances.
Nevertheless, the finalisation of omr work
is in Parliament, and it is for that reason
that I believe time would be saved if we
allowed our leaders te ask Parliament for
the requirements of our several electorates
and te voice our respeclive grievances. As
I shall not have another opportunity to
present the Government with some home
truths, T intend to take advantage of this
particular orcasion. Dealing with motor
trafiic, I wish to vefer to third-party risk
insurance. I believe, with many other mem-
bers of this House. that the public would
welcome a measure that would provide for
compulsory third-party insurance. Legis-
lation eould be introduced that would deal
with the premiums to be paid in that re-
spect. Perhaps the State and Federal
(iovernments are so involved regarding
loans from the rich insurance ecompanies
that they are afraid to voice their real
opinions. In England legislation making
compulsory the taking out of policies to
deal with third-party risk has been
in operation for some time and although
there arc many more motorists on the road
there than there are in Western Australia,
I have not heard of any being chased off
because of the compulsory insurance
against that particular risk, In any event,
I do not think it is for Parliament to view
the matter from the point of view of the
poor motorist or of the rich company, but
rather from that of ensuring justice for
the general public. I hope the Government
will introduce legislation along these lines
for the consideration of members this ses-
sion. As to the speed limit, the existing
laws are not enforced. I have commenced
to drive a car and therefore know all about
it. Motor cyeles and buses are speeding
daily at from 40 to 60 miles an hour, and
they get away with it. On the other hand,
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if a person were to park his car in a pro-
hibited area or move six inches over the
‘white lines, he would find that the law in
that respect was rigidly enforced. If a
motorist leaves his car standing for a little
while too long, he is bound to find a ticket
in it when he returns, Disregard of
the traffic laws regarding speeding means
death, accident, or human misery, but dis-
regard of the traffic Jaws in other respects
amounts merely to petty irritation. Most
decidedly the law should be enforced with
regard to the speed limit and fhere should
be installed traffie lights as in the other
States. There is also necessity for further
parking areas throughout the metropolitan
area. The manners of Perth motorists are
exceptionally bad and mueh worse than
those of ihe people in the Eastern States.
A liitle while ago in the streets of Perth
white lines were put down to indicate where
pedestrians were to eross the street, and
motorists were supposed to stop so as to
allow pedestrians the right of way. 1 be-
lieve the moforists did stop for a couple
of days, but now we have the spectacle
of hesitant mothers either pushing children
ahead or dragging them back, while motor-
ists drive gaily over the white lines. Any-
one who has visited Melbourne recently
will remember t{hat in between the white
lines in the streets there is painted the word
“‘Stop.’”” Woe betide the metorist who
does not stop. Fven if no pedestrian is in
sight, motorists are compelled to stop and
re-start their cars. I wish to ask a couple
of questions and I hope that, at an appro-
priate time, one or'other of the Ministers
will give me the information I seek. The
first has reference to Siate insurance as
it affects the relief worker. I would like
the poliey of the Government on the point
clearly defined.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They have not got a
poliey, 5o yon need not ask for it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Some men
have received lump swos for bodily injuries,
and when the money has been spent they
have been refused rations. I have several
such instances in mind. One concerns an
“A"” class man who received injuries as a
result of which he was ill for a long period.
Then he reccived over £200 in compensation.
He has a wife and three children and natur-
ally, during his long illness, debts mounted
up. He paid off those debts when he re-
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ceived the lump sam payment and foolishly,
as some people may think, bought some fur-
niture and clothes for his wife and children.
Very soon he had no money left and then
he was refused rations, notwithstanding the
fact that from being an *A” class man, he
will for the rest of his life be rated as “B"”
or “C” elass. When money is paid over in
a lump sum, is it paid on aecount
of the injuries or is the payment made to
relieve another Government department from
the necessity to give rations? I would like
that question answered. Another question
relates to sustenance men. I will cite the
instance of one man who has only one leg.
He was receiving 7s. 2 week for sustenance
and then he secured employment at the rate
of 10s. n week. Immediately he got the job,
the sustenance payment ceased because the
department said he was in employment. I
interviewed the department and the officer
said they would return te the 7s. a week sus-
tenance but they had to be assured that the
man was not in permanent employment at
a rate of 10s5. & week. Another injustice
operates with regard to men with large
families. I have had some sueh eases
in my electorate. For instance, there is one
man who has 12 children who are all under
the working age. He is a “C” class man
and receives £2 9s. a weck for sustenance.
When £1 is taken off that amount for rent
—1I should say that no house owner would
let his properiy to a family of 14 for less
than £1 a week—it is difficult to understand
how such a person can clothe and feed a
large family on £1 9s. a week. Of course it
is absolutely impossible. Amnother injustice
is worked with respeet to the man with a
large family who has an income, or wage,
above the basie rate. One man was receiv-
ing £4 18s. & week. He had & wife and aine
children. Ultimately the work he had ceased.
The job lasted for a few months only, and
then he found he eould not get ratioms. It
was not possible to secure them for his wife
and family until the difference between the
£4 18s. a week that he received and the
amount that he would have received as a
sustenance worker was adjusted. In sueh
cases the father is penalised for having
children; the children are penalised for
being alive, and some of us bave the aundacity
to talkk about desiring a greater Australian-
horn population. I do not believe in any
system of birth contrel, and I do believe in
large families. At the same time, the sys-
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tem under which we are living at present
is conducive not only to unscientific birth
control, but encourages abortion amongst
women, with the result that the mortality
returns are ever growing, and if children are
born, they are almost invariably “C” class.
I would not mention this if I thought the
(overnmeni had no chance of relieving the
position. But they have a chance. They
could give free milk to those under-nourished
children whose parents cannot afford it, and
they could alse give free meals. In the kin-
dergarten there is provided a good meal for
3d. There we have found that the children
coming to school and getting free milk and
the meal at 3d. have put on weight and be-
come immensely alert; but when they zo
back on boliday to their homes they lose
weight, and so the good is all undone. Al-o
the Government could, if they wished, create
a system of child endowment. Many mem-
bers on the Government benches have spoken
of this, but if they were really sincere, surely
those members could force the Government
to do something in this respect. Amnether
injustice is that of sending relief workers
into the country without a blanket or any
other covering. Very often those men are
over the age of 60, not old enough to get the
old-sge pension, bui still plucky enoungh to
take work in the ecountry. However, they
go out without any blankets and, in conse-
quence, contract ailments and come back
here to be a charge cither on their own
people or on the State. I know that the
Government provide certain blankets and 1
think blankets ought to be issued to other
workers, who should be asked to pay for
them on easy terms. The member for Nerth-
East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin} has gone into
the rent question, and I am sure that every
member on this side has great sympathy with
what that hon. member said. In Subiaco the
rent of poorer class houses ranges from 10s.
to £1 per weck. But during his standing-
down period a man does not pay his vent,
leaving that to be met when he is again em-
ployed. However, sometimes the standing-
down period is so long that a man becomes
callous and takes any sort of work.
Only a few days azo there was a man, very

ill through under-nourishment, who had
been on sustenance work for a long
time. He aceepted work in the eountry, He

had a wife and three children and during his
long standing-down period many debts were
incurred. He took the work in the eountry,
although he was physically unfit for it, with
the resnlt that before he reached his destina-
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tion he became mental and jumped ocut of
the train. He is now in Heatheote. Mem-
bers must have read recently of a man in
Victoria who had been five years on susten-
ance aird who, as a result, attempted suicide.
In Victoria they have done a commnonsense
thing. For some time they have been giving
full work on two days a woelk so that the
sustenance worker may be in a position to
pay his rent. Whatever the physical condi-
tion of relief workers, they have to accept
work of an arduous character. Is it fair?
Is it sound? We have institnted a system
of Btate slaves, a system which makes a
man and his wife and family depend on the
State and the conditions that the State im-
roses. We are breeding “C” ¢lass men who
must become slaves. The system aimed at by
the Government is wrong: it is expensive
and unworkable, and the time has arrived to
put relief workers on work of a more satis-
tactory character. The relief worker to-day
is providing an example of what we would
all get if we were all under the system.

Mr. Fox: And it would do a lot of vs =
world of good.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER : Here I should
like 6o show the Government how they eould
put two classes of relief workers on to full-
time work without much additionnl cost. To
put the 42s, relief worker and the 49s. re-
lief worker on permanent work would cost
the Government very little more than they
are paying now. A relief worker in the
metropolitan area gotting 49s. works for six
weeks and 214 days; his stand-down period
is three days, and his average weekly pay
over the whole period is £3 9s. It is only a
few shillings between that and the basie
wage that he would receive if he were fully
employed. The 42s. man works for five
weeks and 1% days, his stand-down period
being four days. He averages over the
period £3 Gs. 8d. a week. Thercfore he would,
on full-time work, eost the Government only
a few shillings more per week than he now
receives. The 49s. man in country areas
works six weeks and five days. His stand-
down period i« four days and he averages
£3 14s. 2d. because of his eamp allowance.
To put him on full-time work would cost the
Govermment very little more than he now re-
ceives. TIf we on this side were on the Gov-
ernment benches instead of heve, T would
not be detailing this plan to-night.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No, you would have
no reason to do so.
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Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : Another thing
the Government could very casily institute
would he a system of State children’s
doctors. Many poor people at the present
time besitate before faking their children fo
a hospital, becanse of the expense. I know
how wonderful the hospitals are, but think
of the feclings of the mothers, especialty
when their children are being treated in the
out-patients’ department. Mothers coming in
from outlving areas have to bring all their
children with them because they eannot leave
them at home. It is diffienlt to realise the
feclings of a mother in such a position. If
the father be receiving £+ or £5 a week, tho
children eannot he taken to a hospital with-
out the parents making contribution to the
hospital fund. Consequently, very often it is
necessnry for the parents to use home reme-
dies on the ehildren, sometimes with unfor-
tunate  results. Children’s doctors are
nroently necessary and althongh T will not
sav that they ought to be stationed in every
town and suburb, at least we should have
auite o number of them. Many members
have told us of everything that is wanted in
their respective electorates. I am not goine
to tell the Government of the whole of the
requircments of Subiaeo, but I will say that
in that electorate we Tave the sehool at
Buagot-road, which has a large lake in the
playground. That sadly needs attending to,
and althongh it will cost a considerable
amount of money, something should
he done to get rid of that lake, for
we cannot have our childven playving in
water especially in wintertime. The frouble
has been there for 30 years, so it is about
time it was removed. Then we have in
Jolimont a school which is not sewered. All
the houses in the distriet have to be sewered,
hut not the school, so the unfortunate chil-
dren have to put up with antiquated faeili-
ties. The momber for Claremont spoke of
frogs down in his electorate. We have frogs
also at Jolimont, hut instead of draining
out the ponds, T would sugzest that b their
conversion we conld have a very much pret-
tier suburb there. Wo also have a dangerous
subway leading from Hay-street into Joli-
mont. Buses from Perth to City Beach run
under that subway, and so, too, do large
trucks coming from various factories. So it
will be seen that there is a likelibood of a
very serions accident in that subway. I want
to remind the Government that last year one
of the Ministers promised

that he would
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give & pound for pound subsidy for free
milk. That has not been carried out. The
Free Milk Council is now supplying free
milk in 13 schools. In Albany the people
have started a free milk council, and many
of the childven there are getting free milk.
I suggest that if the Government have not
the moeney with which to supply free milk,
they should go to the munieipal counecils and
secure some of their three per cents. Let
me read a letter I have reccived from a
schoolmaster in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Marshall: If you rcad it, I will have
it put on the Table of the Honse.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The honour-
able member is free to do that. Here is the
letter under date the 17th June, 1937 :—

Dear Mudam, T have to acknowledge with
thanks your letter of June 16th, OQur school
is situated in a2 poor loeality, Many of our
children are under-nourished, ill-clnd, and par-
entally neglected in the matter of eleanliness.
A census of the school shows that 75 needy
children are not in a position to pay for milk.
T would be glad of any assistance your council
eoulidl render.

That came from a district not far from Par-
liament House, but I assure members that
I conld get similar letters from nine-tenths
of the schools in the metropolitan area. That,
I consider, is a disgrace to us. It is time we
realised that money spent to make healthy
clildren should be a nation’s first obligation.
River drives, parks, housing and trolley
buses are all secondary considerations. We
ean be healthy living in tents provided we
have a plentiful supply of food, but we ecan-
not be healthy in palaces without food. We
have food ir plenty in Western Australia to
ensure three square meals a day for every-
body, and therc is milk in abundance to pro-
vide at least one pint per day for each child.
We have fo pget into a way of realising that
our assets lic in the children of the State.
Our job ds to sce that the people are fed and
not to waste time over pettifogging legisla-
tion. T am not concerned at all with parties;
on this subject T am a thoroughly non-party
woman, and I do ask members of the Gov-
ernment to do their duty to the children of
the State. I eannot resume my seat with-
out referring to the mention made of condi-
tions in Russia. At a largelv attended meet-
ing at Subjaco when the referendum on
marketing was before the people, an old
gentleman asked at the conclusion of the
meeting whether I would please tell the audi-
ence what this had to do with Subiaco. By
the same token I should like to ask the mem-
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ber for North-East Fremantle what on earth
Russia has to do with us.

Mr. Toukin interjected.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER : I have been to
Russia; the hon. member has not.

Mr. Tonkin: Let us hear something about
it.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The hon.
member quoted a certain year, 1933-34. 1
happened to be in Russia at the time and I
know what I am talking about. The condi-
tions were simply appalling; the people were
starving. As for everybody bemg employed,
that statrment is an absolute untruth.

Mr. Tonkin: Would you say that what
the International Labour Organisation
printed was a deliberate lie?

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: The hon.
member is probably confusing what is hap-
pening this year with what prevailed three
or four years ago. 1 would not say that
the International Labour Organisation
spoke untruly or distributed lies.

Mr. Tonkin: What T said was quoted from
the rerort of the organisation,

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: All I can say
is that T was in Russia, that I saw the con-
ditions and that they were simply appalling.
There were plenty of unemployed. All the
great works construeted in Russia have been
built with slave labour. The people thus
employed were mostly political prisoners,
and they were forced to labour on the con-
struetion of huge eanals and other big works,
The prople of Russia were starving., If their
conditions have improved, I am very glad
to hear it. I believe they have improved.
Nevertheless, it is untrue to say that Russia
is a country where unemployment does not
exist. There were plenty of people in the
streets when I was there, and when I asked
whether they were unemployed, I was told
that politically they were not fit to be em-
ployed.

Mr. Tonkin: The International Labour
Organisation said the contrary.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : Seeing is be-
lieving. Whenever 2 member quotes Russia,
I feel that T would like to send him there
for four or five years,

Mr. Tonkin: I am only too anxious to go if
the bon, member will arrange it.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : I will pay half
the fare, I wish to impress upon the Gov-
ernment that my speech has nof beer made
with the object of eriticising. It has been
made with the object of getting Ministers to
do something for the people who are on the
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bread line. There is no need to go to Russia
in order to find instances of people being un-
employed or on the bread line. We have
them on the bread line here in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Tonkin: That is the trouble.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Men who are
put on sustenance hecome unfit for work
within a vear or so hecause their health
is undermined. I ask Ministers to do some-
thing on this matter before they leave office.
Tf they fail to do so, it will be an election
pledge by members on this side of the House
and we will earry it ount.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [B8.6]:
The Address-in-reply on this oceasion, as on
other oceasions when I have had the pleasure
of being present, has brought the wusnal
critieism as to the virtue or otherwise of the
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech. Personally T am
with the member for North-East Fremantle
in realising that this debate represents a
privilege cxtended to private memhers, and
it is their option whether they make use of
it or not. Several members have told us
that they had no intention of speaking at
any length and then went on ocenpying the
valuable fime of the House for ahout an
hour. A couple of speakers also informa
us that the Address-in-reply was of neither
use nor ornament: in fact, that it was a
waste of time. However, they proceeded to
waste time for nearly an hour. T do net
think T can be accused of unduly wasting
the time of the House. When I get this
opportunity to bring matters affecting wmy
district before the notice of Ministers I take
advantage of it because I find that it poys
to mention these things on the Address-in-
reply debate. The reason is that the heads
of departments usually peruse the “Han-
sard” reports to ascertain what eriticism has
been levelled against them, and on several
oceastons when I have mentioned matters
affecting my electorate, I have subsequently
been questioned by departmental heads.
This applies particularly to the Works De-
partment and to the Department of Lards
and Surveys, the Under Secretaries of which
have asked me to explain exaetly what was
in my mind. Perhaps I had not advanced
a good argument on the floor of the House,
but I have been given an opportunity to ex-
plain to the Under Secretary exactls wh-xe
a little more attention should be paid to my

district. Some members have said they were
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disappointed with the Speech and conld find
no virtues in it. As a member representing
a North-West constituency, I can find some
virtue in it hecaunse there is menticn of a
new State boat. Considerable attention has
also been paid to various jetties on the
North-West coast. 1 desire to express ap-
preciation of these governmental aeclivilies,
not only on behalf of the electors T repre-
sent but of all the residents along the North-
West coast, particularly with respect to the
new vessel for the coastal trade. I have
noticed eriticism against the purchase of this
additional vessel. TPeople who live in the
southern areas have written to the Press,
signing themselves “Billabong” and other
things, but from their remarks I am satis.
Bed that they have never lived any lenzth
of time in the North-West, or they wonlkd
not write such things. If they had lived in
isolated places like Shark Bay, Mand’s Land-
ing, Balla Balla or Wyndham, they wonld
not offer such eriticism. They are trving
to lead the public to believe that thare are
no virtues but many losses connected with
State trading eoncerns, especinlly the State
Shipping Service. We who represent the
North-West have frequently essisted other
members in this Chamber to bring about the
writing off of large debls due from agrienl-
fural pursuits in the southern areas. Some
millions of pounds of the taxpayers’ money
have already been written off. We who rep-
resent the North-West have never complained
or protested against such writings off. We
realise that the agrienltnral indusiry plays
a hig part in the finances of the State, and
the prosperity and happiness of its peanle.
When people eriticise something whieh
affects the North, they are inviling criticism
in return. If we were placed in the posi-
tion of having to reply to snch criticism, 1
do not think we would have any difficulty
in bringing forward a good case and win-
ning the argument, hands down. People miss
the point concerning the State Shipping Ser-
viee and the purchase of a new vessel. Not
only will industry in the North and the resi-
dents in the Norlh be better catered for,
but a new vessel will undoubtedly be the
means of introducing new frade from
the Northern Territorv. With a new
boat, we may espeet & monthly <er-
vice between Darwin and Fremantle. The
residents of Darwin are prepared to
deal through Fremantle in ecompetition
with the Eastern States, and in that way

161

our metropolitan area would benefit. Up
to the present the transport arrangements
have been so poor that they eannot afford
to open up this trade. With a monthiy
service, I feel sure we will obtain much
more trade through Fremantle in the near
future. 1 hope the additional vessel will
niean awn inerease in the trade, so that we
shall not have to put up with any more
eriticism concerning the losses on State
shipping. 1 would point out that the eriti-
eism that is usaally levelled at the State
Shipping Bervice is not always according
to faets. T hope I shall not have to repeat
the threat that if we continue to have that
sort of eriticismn we shall probably make
an effort to point to losses with regard to
other concerns within Western Australia.
I wish to compliment the Government and
the Medieal and Health Department upon
the manaer in which they have dealt with
health problems in the North-West. For
many vears people in the North-West,
along the coast, had nothing approaching a
deeent medical and hospital service. Since
the inauguration of the flying doetor
scheme and finaneial assistance from the
State Government, a wonderful lot of good
has been done, and the minds of many
resirlents in the North have been relieved.
Imagine the mental strain east upon par-
ents who were trying to rear their children
in the North! To-day that strain is non-
existent. The country is well equipped
with wireless stations, receiving and trans-
mission sefs, there is up to date accommo-
dation in the hospitals, and with a flying
dogtor at eall within a few minutes at any
of these stations, a great deal has been
done to relieve the tnental anxiety of par-
ents in the North, and residents generally.
It is right that we should show our grati-
tude to the Government for the manner in
which they have dealt with the medieal
and health serviees along the coast. We
also appreciate the efforts of the Public
Works Department in the direction of the
construetion of roads, bridges, ete., in the
North. Transport faecilities have been revo-
lutionised there. While much remains fo
be done, we appreciate the efforts that have
been made up to date. As the result of
increased revenue from the Federal grant,
we are expecting an increase in the allow-
anees to northern distriet road boards. The
road boards in the North have large areas
to. control, and it takes a lot of money
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to look after the main roads alome, apart
from the subsidiary roads. Most of the
road boards control main roads 500 miles
or more in length, and subsidiary roads of
mueh the same length. The population is
very scattered, the areas are extensive, and
the revenue of the loeal authorities is very
small, For these reasons, the Minister for
Works should be a little more liberal in
his grants to the read distriet authorities.
The Lands and Surveys Department have
wade a belated effort to do semething for
the North-West, in that a survey party is
at present engaged in mapping ont a town-
site at Yampi Sound. I am very glad the
Minister saw fit to put this work in hand.
I am confident that when the finaneial
squabbles between the people coneerned
have eome to an end, Yampi Sonnd will
become active, and a fairly big population
of emplovees will be put to work there. A
new settlement will spring up, and I hope
it will not be long before Yampi Sound
begins to progress in earnest. I feel sure
that when a setilement develops in the
vieinity of this loeality, it will be the
forerunner of a good deal of mining acti-
vity. There is practically every known
mineral available along the XNorth-West
eoast. 1t is, however, so isolated and far
from civilisation that prospectors cannot
afford to go into the conntry for any length
of time. If a prospector set out from
Derby, he wounld have to travel approxi-
mately 300 miles overland, could not carry
very mueh in the way of supplies, and
could not, therefore, stay out any length
of time, no matter what he found.
To replenish those stores and supplies, he
would have to return to Derby, probably
from 300 to 500 wmiles by pack mule. For
that reason progress has been slow, and it
must continue to be slow under existing con-
ditions. With a townsite in the vicinity of
Keolan Island and Coppermine Creek, I
could imagzine that prospectors would be able
to do greater work and stay outside longer
than has ever heen the case before, I hope
the squabbles suggested in the Press with re-
gard to the Yampi iron ore deposits are
mevely emanating from Dame Rumounr. It
wonld be nothing short of a erime were the
Federal Government, or any other Govern-
ment, to do anything that might hinder the
development of those mineral deposits. 1t
would be just as logical to impose conditions
which would prevent the export of wool,
wheat, fmit or timber as conditions pre-
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venting the export of iron ore. I feel sure
that the ore in question will never be worked
unless the present venture goes ahead, and
I hope the State Government will do every-
thing possible to assist in that direction, I
have said that the Departinent of Lands and
Surveys were lageing bebind other depart-
ments. In Kimberley and many other parts
of the North-West it is impossible for any
person to obtain a condifional purchase
block, o homestead block, or a garden area,
or in fact anything of the kind; and in most
of the townships and ports it is imipossible
to purehase a building site. The townsite
blocks surveyed many years ago have ail
been taken up. In places like Broome and
Wyndham it is at preseot impossible to get
a townsite block. XNo surveyed blocks are
available, and no swrveyer has come along to
make additional swveys, Thus it js impos-
sible to secure a block to huild on. There
are many stock routes that sbould be opened
up. This ix one way in which the Minister
for Lands can assist the pastoralist and the
Wyndham Meatworks. The hon. gentleman
could help considerably by getting a stock
route surveyed from East Kimberley to West
Kimberley, As most hon. members are
aware, the West Wimberlex cxport trade
from Derby to Fremantle has been slipping
during the past few years, Theve was a time
when 20,000 head of bullocks used to be
shipped from Derby {o the metropolitan
market annnally. During the last two or
three scasons that number has tallen to about
half. There must be an outlet for surplus
cattle somewhere. In my opinion, the lowi-
cal method of disposing of the surplus eat-
tle would be through the ‘Wyndham Meat-
works. The advantage wonld he that the
morea cattle treated at Wvndham, the Dbetter
for the meatworks: and the greater the re-
turns to the pastoralists, whose returns re-
cently have not been highly profitable. La-t
vear one firm tried to overland a thousand
head of ecattle from the Fitzrov Valley to
the Wyndbam Meatworks, The eattle gut
through, but with dizastrous results; about
700 wore landed, and about 300 were lost
on the jonrney through having to travel over
stony ecountry which had not been surveyed.
The cattle, coming off soft eountry, naturally
became so sorve-footed that they could not
walk, and had to be left behind. However,
the pastoral firm in fuestion have not turned
the job up. They are overlanding another
thounsand head this vear, in the hope of find-
ing a better route, a track more suitable to



{18 Avsusr, 1837.] .

cattle bred on soft country, and one with
more water and better feed. I do not think
it is asking too much of the Minister for
Lands that he should recommend a survey
of this ronte. I do not suppose the cost
would be £500, and the amount would be
well spent in assisting the development of
an existing industry. I hope that the Min-
ister will take a note of my s«ggestion, and
that £400 or £500 will be made available
to do the work next season, Before long
many more eattle will be overlanding
through that district. In my opinion,
it is a funetion of Government to
assist the industry by providing a
decent stock route. I have no sugges-
tion to make as to where the stock ronte
should go or not go. 1 only hope ihe work
will be put through as quickly as possible
to meet the convenience of practically
the whole district which will use the
roufe. The Department of Agriculture like-
wise ave lagging as regards the North. The
departinent, while establishing experimental
farms and appeinting all sorts of experts to
advise agriculturists, have done little or
nothing to assist the industries existing in
the North-West.

Hon. P. I). Ferguson: You have a tropical
adviser.

AMr. COVERLEY : Yes; and he is a very
good man and has done excellent work, but
in one areg only. He has concentrated on
the tropical agriculturists in the Gascoyne
distriet. I am not concerned with one par-
ticular aspect of the North, but with the
development of the whole of the North. The
Agricultural Department should experiment
with irrigation and grasses for fattening
stock in the far North as well as in the lower
North. They should also experiment with
the importation of herbages to take the place
of the natural herbage, which is being
ruined year after year, first of all by
drought and then by stupid management on
the part of the pastoralists who hold the
country.

Mr, Doney: What is it that prevents the
expert from travelling further North?

Mr. COVERLEY: I am not in a position
to give the hon. member that information,
unless the reason is that the expert has too
much to do, is too busy where he is sta-
tioned. One corner of the North fakes up
the whole of his time. At the season when
he would like to be up in the far North, he
is needed by the banana industry lower
down. The department worry a good deal
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about experts, but there is a great deal of
work to be done by a lay person in trying
out irrigation schemes in the Wyndham dis-
trict, where therc is ample water and ample
pumping power. All that is needed is some
tirm with the energy to try out irrigation
schemes. In course of time that will come.
Western Australian pastoralists desire to
compete in the oversea market; and event-
nally irrigation schemes of some deseription
will have to be established in the neighbour-
hood of Wyndham, so that three or founy-
year-old bullocks can be pastured for six
or 12 months on the irrigated area be-
fore being passed through the meatworks.
I do not know whether the pastoralists are
in a financial position that will enable them
to do anything, or even if they have the
ambition to try out anything of the sort, so
I hope the Government, in the interests of
the development of the North, will take the
matter in hand at once. That reminds me of
a report that I read recently. It was one
presented to the Australian Institute of
Engineers by Mr, Nrake-Brockman, who is
their ehairman. The report was one of the
soundest I have cver had the pleasure of
reading in relation to the North and the
North-West of the State. To-day I gave
notice of a question in which I ask the
Premier if he will authorise the distribution
of the report in pamphlet form for the
benefit of members and the heads of various
departments. I have heen through the re-
port very carefully and I agree with 98 per
cent. of what Mr. Drake-Brockman has
written. I hope the Premier will see fit o
appoint 3 committee to investigate the
report and frame their conelusions for pre-
sentation to Ministers, so that they may form
the basis of a plan for the future develop-
ment of the northern parts and by that
means place something concrete before the
Government of to-day and future Adminis-
trations, that they will be able to follow con-
secufively, and perbaps avoid a repetition
of the stupid extension of pastoral leases,
without placing some obligation upon the
lessces to do something in return. At the
present time, those lessees ave ruining many
hondreds of thousands of aeres through not
making any effort to assist Nature to main-
tain the fecd on the pastoral holdings. In
my opinion, the latest extension of the leases
that was granted by Parliament was the
greatest politically eriminal aet ever konown.
I have no objection to the extension of the
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leases hut if such extensions are to be agreed
to, some obligation should be east upon the
lessees to maintain the carrying capacity of
the holdings.

Hon. C. (G, Latham: But you suppovied
that extension of the leases.

Mr, COVERLEY: No, I did not agree
with the action that was taken.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Took at the division
list,

Mr, COVERLEY: Surely the Leader of
the Opposition is aware that I presented a
minority report to the Minister, setting out
my reasons for disagreeing. As to whether
I supported the Bill when it was before the
House, I may have cast my vote as he sug-
gests, but that does not alter the faet that I
knew very well that the passing of that
legisiation was not in the best interests of
the State. I made that quite clear in my
report to the Minister. The Government at
that time provided an innovation regarding
the rental of the pastoral leases that, in my
opinion, was quite good in one respect. I
refer to the poliey of making the interest,
or rentals payable, regulated according to
the price of wool.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: That was all right
when prices were on the downgrade, but
was not so good when prices were going up.

Mr. COVERLEY: I am not concerned
about that.

Mr. Patrick: And the seasons affected the
position, too.

Mr. COVERLEY: What T am econcerned
about is that the pastoralists should sub-
divide their country with a view to
providing vesting paddocks in the zev-
eral area< from time to time, and so
protect their properties against over-
stoeking.  Under existing conditions the
country is being ruined through over-stock-
ing. Cattle are crowded round the water
supplies, with the vesult that all the edible
grasses are heing eaten out, and only the
rank, coarse grasses are able to prevail. T
have little further to say except to express
the thanks of my electors to the State Lot-
eries Commission for the valuable assistance
rendered fo the residents of the North,
which enabled cooling apparatus to be pro-
vided at the various isolated hospitals and
the procuring of radio facilities for the
outer areas. For this assistance, I express
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the sincere thanks on behalf of the people
of the Far North,

MR. PATRICK (Greencugh) [8.3531: I
join with other members whe have offered
their congratulations te the Premier on his
return from his visit to England, restored
apparently to his old-time good health. T
also agree with the member for Kanowna
(Mr. Nulsen) in his assertion that it ix in
the interests of the State that the Premier,
or some other Minister, should be sent on
trips abroad. After all, the people the Pre-
mier visited are the main purchasers of
the goods that Western Australia has to sell,
and it is certainly advisable to see our eus-
tomers now and again. Personally, I would
be very pleased if 1 had the opportunity to
take such a trip. The member for North-
Rast Fremantle {(Mr, Tonkin) stated it was
fime that all men now on part-time work
were restored to full-time employment. 1
quite agree with him.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We all do.

Mr. PATRICK: I do not think he was a
member of this House when Government
members, who were then sitting in Opposi-
tion, had sowmething to say in that regari.
I remember that at that time the finances
of the State were in a most deplorable con-
dition. The present V'remier, who is a very
fair man, referred the other night to that
fact and said that it had been impossible for
the then Government to incur much expendi-
fure that had been desirable beeause they
could not raise the necessary finance. Never-
theless, at that very time, night after night,
prominent Labour members implored the
Government to put men on full-time employ-
ment to the extent of the finaneial resources
available. They advanced the theory that
if the men were put on full-time employ-
ment, there would be such an expansion of
the spending powers of the public that auto-
matically all those who were out of work
would be placed in employment. To-day the
financial position is tremendously improved
and revenue has increased emormously. If
that theory was good in those days, surely
the present Government bave a good oppor-
tunity to test out the theory to-day. There
wounld be no harm in doing so, and I am
astonished that Government supporters do
not endeavour to keep their Ministers up
to the mark and urge them to test out the
theories they advaneced when sitting in Op-
position. Then, again, T remember that
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when the financial emergeney tax was intro-
duced, Labour members, who were then in
Opposition, supported an amendment the
object of which was that all money so raised
should be paid into a trust fund and used
entirely for the relief of unemployment. We
do not hear any such suggestion now. .Ap-
parently, although the receipts from that
particulay tax have increased to something
like £1,000,000, theve is no intention to sub-
mit that proposal again. I also agree with
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Withers)
that we cannot very well dispense with the
financial emergeney tax now and that it
should be included in the ordinary form of
mecome tax. If js not right that a tex of
this natare should be on gross ineome. It
should bhe subject to the same exemptions
as that to which the ordinary income tax
is subject. In this connection there is no
need for the Government to lose any rev-
enue. I pointed out a year or two ago that
it the Government adopted the South Aus-
tralian system of colleeting ineome tax—
that is, collecting it at its sonree—ihey
would find that they would rake in thous-
ands of pounds from men not nmow contri-
buating a penny. I think the member for
Murchison poiuted out the same thing a
yvear or two agoa. He knew, and I think all
of us konow, any number of men liable to
tncome tax who never put in a return, Tf
we eollected income tax under this system,
although we might lose a little by brine-
ing the present tax nnder the same exemp-
tions as the ordinary income tax, we would
certainly gain a great many thousands of
pounds hy the inereased sum brought in
from people dodging payment altogether.
I want now o make a few remarks in eon-
nection with the reeent referendum on mar-
keting. Although I was a bit disappointed
T was not sarprised at the result. I do
not know whether it is still on the Labour
platform, but I remember that the refer-
endum question did ocenpy a prominent
plaee on that platform.

ITon. C. G. Latham: Tt is still there.

Mr. PATRICK: It may be, but in my
opinion it is a most conservative weapon.
That has been proved in every country
where it has been adopted. In Switzerland
it generally results in a Bill which is put
to a referendum of the people heing thrown

out. In econnection with the recent
referendem, all parties in Queensland
supported the wmarketing proposals aml
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vet  they  were  defeated by a  tre-
mendous majority. That is a  country
where the main commedity is subject to
the same sort of system which this refer-
enduin proposed to introduce. I suppose
it only shows what might be called the sel-
fishness of human nature. I noticed the
other day that Mr. Curtin in Queensland
supported the sugar agreement. Why
should not he, as a great democrat, refer
an important question like that to a refer-
endum of the Australian people? T am
convineed that it would inevitably be
turned down by the overwhelming condem-
nation of the Australian people. Another
instance might he given. At the last elec-
tions in the United States President Roose-
velt was returned by a majority of 46 out
of 48 States in the TUnion, an absolutely
overwhelming majority. Yet rather than
attempt to alter the Constitution there he
preferred the scheme of trving to pack
the High Court. I may say that he was
moing to attempt to pack the High Court
in a manner which seems to be peeuliar
in Ameriean politics. T suppose that most
hon. members know that the majority of
the high appointments to the Civil Service
are given to members of the politiesl party
in power. If that party goes out of power,
those officials go out also. In connection
with ihese appeintments to the High
Court, T should like to quote from a radical
newspaper, ‘‘The American Nation,'' a
paper whieh supports President Roosevelt,
on those proposed appointments. The
paper states—

Tt turms ont that the appointment will be
made on exactly the sume bhasis as the naming
of a loeal postmaster. It will he as a reward
for services rendered to a politieal boss who
has driven Presidential measures through the
Senate. It iz significant that only practical
considerations have heen put forward in favour
of the appointment. No cloims are made for
him of intellectual distinctions, and his quali-
fications as a lawyer arc admittediy limited.

I read that as a little aside, but T am afraid
that this system is largely erceping into
polities in Australin. There is no doubt that
the appointments that have been made by
the present (Government have been purely
pelitieal and many of them have been un-
suitable appointments, the worst of their
kind in the history of the State.

The Minister for Employment: You are
speaking of the Federal Government.

Mr. PATRICK : Na, of the loeal Govern-
ment. At this stage T wonld like to offer
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my econgratulations to the Government for
having, in spite of adverse criticism from
outside organisations, retained one very
good man in his position—the present
Agent-General,

Mr. Fox: Some of the lumpers think
otherwise,

Mr. PATRICK : To get back to the gues-
tion of the referendum. I am pleased to see
that a section of the Labour Party realised
the justice of the claim of the producers to
an Ausfralian price in a country which has
an artificial market for commodities, We
have bad much talk of shorter hours of
labour. The member for West Perth (Mr.
McDonald) referred to this and to the rising
vosts in secondary and other industries which
it would entail. Of evurse the main difieulty
arising from this, as he pointed ont, is the
fact that the export industries would have to
carry extra costs not only in the handling of
their commodities, but in the purchase of
taols of trade. No doubt the move enlight-
ened section of the Labour movement which
supported this referendnm realised this when
they issned the mwanifesto supporting it.
After all. it is simple justice that if a section
of the community is to he sheltered from
competition, the most important and most
essential seetion of all is entitled to Austra-
lian eonditions for that portion of their pro-
duet which is marketed in Aunstralin. T
suppose the Minister for Employment will
bring in piffling leeislation to protect a few
hakers against a litile loeal competition. Yet
he opposed nation-wide legislation to proteet
essential industries from wunlimited world-
wide competition, handicapped by distanec
and the highest freights and bandling ensts
in the world. Even some of our loeal charges
which are supported by members opposite
are, in my opinion, not justified. I
know the Minisier for Railways will
probably attempt to justifv the higher
ecost of the earriage of bulk wheat.
Experience in other parts of the world
where wheat and other grain is earried in
bulk is that the system is a distinet advant-
age to the Railway Department and the
frrain can be carried at a lesser instead of a
higher rate. Tn this connection I would like
to quote BIr. Sillicon who is manager of the
bulk-handling system of the Cape Provinee
in South Afriea. This is not conduneted hy
a private company, but i= a Government con-
cern. In his report he stated definitely that
altheugh the railwaxs had to provide speeial
rolling stock to handle bnlk erain, it had
meant a decided monetary advantage to the
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Railway Department and althongh not ex-
pressed in figures, it was considered that it
had been quite a profitable move on the part
of the railways to provide this specia! rolling
stock in view of the very much improved
despatch thus given grain movement and
the nuicker turnover for the railwavs.
The (tovernment themselves discovered ihat
in connection with one of their departments
wlien they provided speeial rolling stoek for
the earriage of cement in bulk. They made
no hones then about building special rolling
stock, and I do not know that it made any
difference in the freight charged np to that
particular department. There is only one
alternative to the referendum that was pro-
posed for the marketing of Anstralian pro-
duets, and that is to put all the industries
on the same basis. In the carly bistory of
the development of the British Empire, one
of the ways in whieh it was built up was by
hoats carrying cargoes round {he world and
ilisposing of them to the best advantage. Ti
they could dispose of those producis at two
or three times the normal price, they were
making a good deal; but now the popular
1dea is that the less a man gets in exchange
for a bag of wheat or & hale of wool, the
more is he prospering the ecountry to
which he belongs. This is a dangerouns
doetrine, Dbecaunse it is driving desper-
ate nations into war. During the depres-
sion, it was thought to be a good policy teo
pnt on embargoes and high tariffs in order
to keep out goods from other countries. But
it did not work out in exactly the way it
was thought it would. It might have been
zood enough for one country if one eountry
alone had tried it; but when one country
put an cembargo on inports, immediately
another country, which had sent the imports
into the first eounfry, found that their trade
was falling away, and eonsequently they put
an embargo on goods coming into their own
eountry. So it went on jn a vicious cirels,
until the channels of international trade
were absolutely blocked. We know the ex-
pericnee we had in Australia. Only the
ather day I read bow the Chambers of
Manufactures in the Eastern States had
assured the Scullin Government that if eer-
tain embargoes were put on, the manufac-
turers would pot only retain the men alrcady
in employment but would employ a hundred
thonsand move men. What actually happened?
Thousands of men were put off because the
mannfacturers eould not get ecustomers to
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buy their goods, The referendum was lost,
of course, but the problem that created it
still remains. The inevitable result of the
present system is that the standard of liv-
ing in rural areas is constantly dropping,
and in time, no doubt, those rural areas will
be ocenpied by people who are accustomed
to a lower standard of [iving. I have pointed
out that to a certain extent that has alveady
taken place in this State. Only the other
day I noticed a complaint in Victoria that
the Shepparton distriet, which is almost
purely a fruitgrowing distriet, was now get-
ting entirely into the hands of Southern
Europeans. Even in to-day's paper there
was a strong protest about the introduction
of Southern Buropeans into Australa.

The Minister for Mines: How are they
getting here?

Hon. C. G. Latham: By hoat!

Mr, PATRICK: There is no doubt that
in a healthy state of industry the whole com-
munity has to prosper together; it is no use
laving one section prospering while another
is languishing, To show how the farmers
can rise to an oecasion when the price is
profitable, this year there is an inerease of
half a million aeres of land under wheat.
If only the Government could give a guar-
antee of a few decent rains, T for one would
e prepared to close down this session and
go into recess,

MEr. Marshall: They are too mean to give
it.

Mr. PATRICK: Yos, I think they are.

The Minister for Mines: I will guaranteo
to bave a word with the Meteorologist. if
that is of any use.

Mr. PATRICK: I would agree to go inlo
recess because, after all, there is nothing in
the Liecut.-Governor’s Speech to add anmy-
thing to the prosperity of the State. It is
a great pity that the good opening fo the
season did not continue.

The Premier: We are all with you theve.

Mr. PATRICK: 1 believe that already
some of the erops have failed, and others
are not looking at all promising.

The Minister for Mines: You are not
blaming us for that!

Mr. PATRICK: No. If we had had a
mond season this yvear, it would have brought
into eireulation new money to the extent of
£6,000,000 or £7,000,000. One bright spot
at present in the State is the goldmining in-
dustry, That has largely assisted the selv-
ing of the problem of unemployment. The
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Minister for Lands the other night inter-
jeeted that a lot of the men attracted to the
goldfields had come from the Eastern States,
I should like here to quote a few figures T
have taken out: During the last five years
this State has actvally lost over 2,400 people
by migralion out of the State. That is to
say, 2400 more people left the State than
entered it during that period. Another in-
teresting fael in this connection is that, de-
spite fhe natural increase, lhere are to-day
2,730 fewer people in the metropolitan area
than there were five years ago, in 1932, The
natural inerease was roughly 9,500, so the
city itselt has actually lost no fewer than
12,000 people during the last five years.
Presumably a greater number of those
have gone to the goldfields and farming dis-
triets,

The Premier:
thing.

Mr. PATRICK: No, but the Minister for
Lands seemed to think that the bigger part
of the inerease on the goldfields had come
from the Eastern States,

The Minister for Mines: You can go to
any school on the goldfields, ptek out child-
ren and ask them where they eame from,
and vou will tind that only one out of every
five came from the Hastern States.

Mr. PATRICK: I am giving the Minister
all that in, but the fact rematns that 2,500
more peeple have left the State than have
ecome into it during the last Hve years. No
doubt, as the Leader of the Opposition said
the other night, the priec of gold has been
the main factor in the opening up of the
goldmining industry.  This Geovernment,
just as any other Government would have
done, have encouraged the industry. It has
paid them to do it. In a country like South
Afviea, which is a greater goldmining coun-
try than is Western Aunstralia, very heavy
taxation was put on gold, and the taxation
so derived was used to help earry on the
farming industry. But it has been found
a good policy not to put heavy taxation on
gold, because when the taxation is kept
down, lower grades of ore are treated. Even
to-day, if the taxation was any higher than
it is, the mines would be picking out gold
of much higher value than satisfies them
now, Some mines are mixing 2 dwt. ore
with 10 or 12 dwt, ore, and making the
average a payvable one, and so it has paid the
State handsomely to refrain from imposing
heavy taxation on gold. At the same time,
in spite of the assistance given by the Gov-

Well, that is not a bad
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ernment, mines like the Big Bell mentioned
by the Premier the other night would never
have been opened up at all had the price of
gold remained at £4 an oz. That mine could
not possibly have been opened up.

The Minister for Mines: It would not
have been opened up with gold at £8 an oz.
withont the gmarantee of the railway.

Mr, PATRICK: If members peruge. the
monthly reporis of the leading mines of
Western Anstralia they will find that very
few of them would have paid to work with
gold at the standard value. I do not think
the railway to the Big Bell mine made a
great deal of difference.

The Minister for Mines: I tell you the
mine would not have heen started but for
the guarantee of the railway.

Mr. PATRICK: Of course the railway
would have been of advantage for carrying
erude oil, by which means it could be de-
livered divect to the mine.

The Minister for Mines: And the heavy
machinery was delivered direct to the mine.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. PATRICK: There are mines, as the
Minister knows, like the Youanmi much
forther distant from the railway than was
the Big Bell.

The Minister for Mines: And they have
been on higher values,

Mr. PATRICK: Even the Triton mine
is further distant. I should like to examine
the reason for the present high price of gold
and the prospect of its continuing, It is of
no use our complacently listening to men
interested in goldmining who tell us that the
price will be maintained. The annual output
has risen in seven years from 20,000,000 ozs.
to 35,000,000 ozs., and is likely to go higher,
and in actual value, at £7 an oz., it has risen
in the same period from £83,000,000 to
£245,000,000. In ordinary circumstances,
that 1s, if gold performed its ordinary fune-
tion, this would mean a big rise In com-
medity prices. 1f there is an inerease in the
ontput of gold, prices auntomatically rise.
Different countries take different measures
to prevent this rise. Great Britain did not
want prices to rise too steeply all at once,
and it may interest members to know that
although the price of gold has risen, the re-
serves in the Bank of England are still
valued in the balance sheet at 85s. per oz.
The big rise in the price of gold has been
earried, not by the Bank, but by the Govern-
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ment. The United States did not want to use
for monetary purposes its huge amount as
that would have caused prices to rise too
rapidly in that country. Consequently the
banks were compelled to double the mini-
mum reserves of gold they were carrying,
and the Government borrowed money to buy
gold and sterilise it by locking it away. A
third factor was that in Russia, where there
was an enormous inerease in the produetion
of gold, it was hoarded and not put on the
market, I am referring to a comparatively
short period ago. All those policies to-day
appear to be changing. Britain has under-
taken a huge rearmament policy necessitat-
ing borrowing which has caused the prices
of raw materials to rise without the other
method being resorted to. The United Statex
have also borrowed huge sums to pay deficits
which for the last two years have amounnted
to £1,400,000,000 sterling. They have had
to horrow that huge sum for their deficits
as well as borrow to buy gold. To quote an
English authority—

They can hardly be expected to drain their
borrowing resources to suit the world’s com-
venience. American sterilisation of gold is
therefore not likely to continue indefinitely.
The Russian poliey of hoarding has alse
been changed in order to establish foreign
credits to buy machinery, and to carry out
the plans of that country, gold bhas heen
thrown on the market. To quote the same
authority again—

The basic factor is that the world is faced

with the necessity of using its gold, and there
is more gold than ean be used with the present
volume of trade and the present level of prices.
A possible golution would be to lower the price,
but this might well obstruet the world’s trad-
ing revival, and it would not alter the one-way
flow of gold to the United States.
Even if gold were cheaper it would auto-
matically flow to the United States because
that is the only country buying gold. The
authority continues—

The true solution of the problem is a Tevival
of international trade which would have the
effect of redistributing amongst the different
nations the huge reserves of gold now acecumu-
lating in America.

So we revert again to the necessity for free-
ing international irade which, as I have
already pointed out, is equally necessary for
us in connection with our primary produets.
That is why the United States are so anxious
for Britain and other countries to co-operate
to lower trade barriers, They are anxions
not only to promote world prosperity, but
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to do something vital for the peace of the
world. These are problems that Australia as
a gold-producing country cannot afford to
ignore. We, in common with other countries,
must undertake the reduction of trade bar-
riers if we want to restore permanent pros-
perity. Now let me get back to nearer
problems. The policy of the Associated
Banks in this State appears to be changing.
They appear to be trying to get out of rural
seeurities, for which we cannot blame them,
and put their money into city buildings.
That could be overcome. I believe there is
a certain amount of overbunilding taking
iMace in Perth to-day. As I have pointed out,
the population has fallen, and office aceom-
modation is heing provided that probably
will not be required for many years to come,
On account of the changing policy of the
Associated Banks, T beliove this would be a
good opportunity for the Government to
establish a rural ¢redit bank, even if only
ag a branch of the present Agrieultural
Bank, At the Agricultnral Bank is a
manager who is a very capable man accus-
tomed to banking, and he could establish a
rural credit bank on sound lines.

The Premier: It is a pity we gave the
Savings Bank away.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt was not
away, but do not bring that up

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PATRICK: This sort of thing is
sometimes claimed to be Labour policy. The
Minister for Employment came from South
Australia which vears ago was responsible
for most of the political reforms that took
plaee in Australia. One of the reforms was
introduced there in my yvoung days by a very
prominent man, Sir Frederick Holder and
that was the establishment of a Siate Bank.
That was a pet scheme and Sir Frederick
was not & Labour man. There is a Rural
Bank in New South Wales which deals not
only in rural secnrities but goes in for
building honses and other securities of
the kind.

The Minister for Employment: In South

given

Aastralia the bank has full banking
powers,
Mr. PATRICK: In my time 1t was

merely a mortgage bank, If the bank here
had full powers, noe doubt many people
would nse it for ordinary banking purposes.
Mr. Withers: A Labour Government tried
to introduce such a system a few years
ago but received no support.
Mr. PATRICK: That was not my fanlt.
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Hon. C. (i. Latham: It was not in my
time.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, it was.

Mr. PATRICK: I agree with the remarks
af the member for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
Melarty) as to the good work done in
country distriets by Parents and Citizens’
Associations. A school in my electorate
was entirely erected by the parents without
its costing the department one penny. I
have known of other schools being erected
at half the eost of the tenders received

by the Public Works Department.
1 agrec with what another nember
snid  coneerning the seating  accom-
modation in ecountry schools. Tt is

an  absolute  disgrace.  There is no
reason why the Minister for Education
should not try a few experiments. He
might exchange some of the city acecommo-
dation with the country accommodation,
and see how the ¢ity ehildren like it. Chil-
dren in the country are entitled to as good
accommodation of this kind as are chil-
dren in the metropolitan avea. There is
an agitation going on for a high sechool
at Midland Junetion and Fremantle. Tt
would be a good thing to have them if
they can be crected, The Government must
not forget that in the eountvy parents who
desire their children to receive a higher
education have to send them a long way
to get it. The high school for the
northern distriets at Geraldton is not
a proper high school, and even so
patents living in that locality have
to send their children a long distance if
thevy wish them to gef higher education.
This costs a good deal of money, although
the eduention itself is supposed to be free.
The (iovernment do not appear to realise
the disabilities suffered by people in the
country. A canvass is being made by the
Electoral Department in the eity and large
towns to ascertain what electors are not
on the roll who ought to be there. These
are all places that are within a stone’s
throw of electoral registrars. I do not
think any canvass is being made in the
agricultural areas and outback centres.
Such work eould be done at a little ex-
pense. At least twice a year the police go
around getting statisties. Whilat they are
doinz that, they could easily get the re-
quired information for the Eleetoral De-
partment. The Collie miners are agifating
for the nationalisation of the mines at
Collie, I do not know whether T am speak-
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ing for any other member of my party
when I say I have a great deal of sym-
pathy for the miners. I told the House
8 year or two ago I would be inclined to
support the nationalisation of the mines
at Collie. These mines are, after all, only
a utility of the Railway Department, which
is practically their only customer.

Mr. Marshall: The East Perth power
station is a enstomer.

Mr. PATRICK : According to the report
of the Royal Commission, the Railway De-
partment have heen plundered to the extent
of many thonsands of pounds in their coal
purchases over recent years. Apparenily,
the business is so good that a certain com-
pany promoter is very desirous of getting
"eontrol. No doubt he would make a huge
float, increase the eapital cost, and an in-
creased demand would be made upon the
State.

Mr. Withers; The Amalgamated Collier-
ies made a profit of £21,000 last year.

Mr. PATRICK: The generation of elee-
tric power is costing far too much in this
State. It was a blunder to erect the power
house at East Perth instead of at the more
economical centre, Collie.

Mr. North: Quite right.

Mr. PATRICK: Last year it eost .61d.
pluas .2d. for intevest, or .81d. per umit to
produnce power at East Perth. It mav sur-
prise members to know that, according to
the report of the Lake View and Star Com-
pany, ewrenf is being produced at Kal-
goorlie at .66d. per unit.

The Minister for Justice: The ecompany
did not inciude all ecosts,

AMr. PATRICK: The company was com-
paring the price with the previous cost.

The Minister for Mines: They did not use
a b, of Collie coal to produee that eurrent.

Mr. PATRICK: No, but they bad to cari
their fuel long distances. T assame that all
costs have been included, as the company
were comparing the savings that had been

cifected compared with the eost of
power when it was ‘bonght through
other  channels. To make a just

comparison they must have tzken cvery-
thing into consideration, the cost of the
plant, depreciation, ete. 1 wish to refor to
Dr. Herman’s report on the Irwin coal hasin.
1 am sorry the Government have not carried
ont the suggestions contained in that por-
tion of the report. A local company has
been floated at Geraldton with a paliry
capital of £1,000 to attempt to
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prove the existence of coal in por-
tion of that basin at Eradu. All they
are likely to do with snch a small.capital is
to damn the concern, as the money is insusfi-
cient to prove the coal deposits. It wonld
be far bhetter if the Government attempied
to prove the deposits, and kept controi of
them for their own department. If zond
coal could be found there, it would be worth
many thousands of pounds in savings to the
Railway Department, through coal heing
available on the spot.

The Minister for Mines: The Government
bave had a fair number of analyses made.

Mr. PATRICK: Presumably Dr. Herman
had the information hefore him when he
urged the Government further to explore
the possibilities of the basin.

The Minister for Mines: A good deal of
further exploration has heen done sinee Dr.
Herman was here.

Mr, PATRICK: I do uot think much
money has heen spent there.

The Minister for Mines: A good deal has
been spent, but with the same resulis.

Mr. PATRICK : I concur in the observa-
tions of the Leader of the Qpposition with
respect to our licensing laws and the man-
ner in which they are earried out. The
Government missed a great opportunity in
Kalgoorlie after the riots in failing to
enforce the licensing laws there. When I
first stood for Parliament, and was rather
unsophisticated, anr elector asked me at one
of my meetings if T was in favour of pro-
hibition. As a Scotehman I gave the blun
reply ‘“No? After the meeting the chair-
man said to me, “I am a prohibitionist. T
am supporting you but I think you ars
foolish. The other night the Leader of the
Opposition (then the member for Boulder)
was here and was asked the same question
that you were asked, and he replied My
dear sir, that is a question which Parliament
has already decided shall be referred to the
vote of the people’.” The hon. gentleman
did not answer the gquestion at all. There
is no reason why this matter should not be
referred to the vote of the people in a demo-
cratic country like ours. That is how the
question was settled in South Australia.
The ecountry distriets by a big major-
ity compelled the eity people to elose
the hotels earlier. I think the Minister
for Employment will bear me out in that.
T believe in the referendum all right, and
certainly this is a question which should be
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referred to the people. There is no reason
whatever for discrimination between various
parts of the State. Tt may be remembered
that in a little Bill brought down by the
Minister for Employment last session, the
hon. gentleman proposed to force the Satur-
day half-holiday on all parts of the State.
although some of them had already by vote
decided against it, If in that instance there
was reason for non-diserimination through-
out the State, that is all the more reason why
we should have a uniform licensing system
to-day. The same thing applies to the enforce-
ment of the betting laws, If those laws eaunot
he earried out, they should be repealed. The
present practice only tends fo bring eon-
tempt on all our laws. That was the experi-
ence of the United States of Amcrica in
attempting to earry out the prohibition law.
The result was that all the Jaws of the coun-
try were brought into contempt. As rezards
the earrying-out of the Traftic Aect, coming
trom Upper Swan intno Perth at night one
finds scores of hieyeles on the road and
across the road, without lights, and a posi-
tive menace to motor fraffic.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And to the cyelists
themselves,

Mr. PATRICK: And to themselves, of
course. It wonld be easy te cateh a few dozen
of these eyelists any night the police chose
to go out there. Some endeavour should be
made to enforce the traffic law for the sake
of the eyelists as well as the motorists. There
are varions local matters which I may have
to bring forward when the Annual Estimates
are introdueed,

MR. WELSH (Pilbara) [9.23): I desire
to join with other members in oxpressing
pleasure at the DTremier’s restoration to
health, and I sincerely trust the hon, gentle-
man’s health will remain restored, 1 also
desire to express my sympathy with the
Minister for Agrvieulture (Hon. . J. 8.
\Vise} in his aecident and hope he wilt have
a speedy recovery. In many quarters it is
believed that there is an upward trend in
conditions in Western Ausiralia. I am sorry
to say I eannot view the position from the
snme angle, At all events, the improvement
is not very apparent to me. In my opinion,
all the improvement in the mining industry
has been brouglt about largely by the assist-
ance given to that indusiry by the Govern-
ment, and largely by the higher price of
gold. But for the mining industry, there
wonld be a diffcrent tale to tell coneerning
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the finanees of Western Australia. I am
glad to say that in my district mining is
definitely ¢n the up grade. At Marble Bar
we have a mine whieh possibly will prove
a groat gold-producer, Certainly it is the
best mine the North has ever had. The min-
ing indusfry has made a great difference to
the people and the trade of the North dur-
ing recent years. I nsk the Minister for
Mines again whether he can see his way to
appoint a vesident acting wavden in Marble
Bar to transact all the mining business
there. At present that office is held by the
resident medical officer at Port Hedland,
who visits Marble Bar fortnightly, At most
centres he has quite a number of medical
cases to attend. Tn fact, his dutics as a medi-
cal officer take up most of his time. Dr.
Vickers is a very busy man indeed from the
medical aspect.  Therefore I suggest to the
Minister that, if possible, he should appoint
a resident acting warden in Marble Bar.
Somen years ago, when mining was not nearly
as prosperous ns it is now, this was done,
and the system acted very well. I hope the
Minister will see his way clear to revert to
that system. The pastoral industry in my
clectorate is more favourably situated in re-
rard to rain than are the distriets further
south. However, the rain has been practi-
cally constal, and places oulhack have proh-
ably not been so well served.  Generally
speaking, however, conditions in the indus-
try are much improved. There have been
heavy losses of sheep and stoek generally,
which will take a great deal of making up.
Years will be required to bring the stations
back to their normal carrying eapacity.
However, we are fortunately sitwated in
comparison with other parts of the State. I
wisl to take up again the question of wild
dows. The time has arrived when the bonus
should be restored to its former level, so as
to enable trappers fo make a living at the
business, At present it is highly diffieult te
get men fo take it up. In one fittle cirvele I
know of, the bonus for dogs has heen raised
to £5 per head, in order to get rid of those
coming in. I hope the Government will see
their way to restore the honuses on dogs
and foxes. Foxrs are also getting fairly
numerous. In this wayv the Government
counld assist the pastoralists of the North.
Perhaps an alloeation could be made from
the proceeds of the land tax to allow these
bonuses to he restored. The wool position,
I am thankful to say, is good; and this fae-
tor will go towards making up leeway. If
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prices remain firm, we may sec a return of
vur Eormer prosperity. The member for
Kimberley (Mr. Coverley) made reference
to the aerial medical service in the North.
In doing so he touched a subject that suits
me, The aerial medical rervice fas proved
a wonderful boon to the people of the North.
It has mwiven them a different outlook alto-
wether.  Coupled with the installation of
pelal sets, the medieal service has given
people living off the beaten track a feeling
of security, and brought them into contact
with a ¢irele of friends whom they have
never met,  They can sit at night talking
ahout thinge of mutual interest to them, The
wireless sorvice is a wonderful bhoon, and I
am indeed thankful that the Government
have seen theie way to make a grant for
its upkeep. 1 hope that grant will he con-
tinued. One eannot <peak too highly of the
flying doctor and the eflicient wireless staff.

The Minister for Health: Don’t you think
the nationalisation of the rest of the medical
profession in the North is coming teo?

Mr. WELSH: A large improvement in
that direction has taken place lately. The
people in my electorate and furiher North
are perfectly well satisfied. I wish to men-
tion that the wireless staff are always ready
and willing to help the man outback in
every way possible so asx to make life
there mueh ensier. I feel sure that what-
ever State assistance ean be given to this
service will be highly appreciated and fully
justified. The member for Kimberley also
referred to the matter of road grants. The
people in the North are very grateful to
the Government for the assistance they
have rendered in that direction. The ex-
penditure of that money was urgently re-
quired in the North. I have frequently
pointed out that in the Far North onr
roads are really roads in name only, and
it would require the expenditure of & large
sum of money to carry oumt the thorongh
construetion of them. In faet, it would
take quite a lot of money to put them in
anything like a condition of repair. I am
sure that whatever money the (Government
make available for the work, the sum re-
presents the most they ean provide with
the funds available to them, and I hope
that the amount of the grant will be in-
creased later on. The money that has
been made available will go far towards
providing the North with roads, and I hope
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that better things will be apparent in
the future.

On motion by Hon. P. D. Ferguson, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjonrncd at 9.52 pm,

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 19th August, 1937,

PaASE
Questlon : Mining dlseases and State lnsurance ... 178
Motions : President’s gallery, admisston of Iadles ... 173
Native Adnﬂnlmatlon Act, to d]sal]ow regu]a- 173
Address-in reply, sixth day .. 19

The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING DISEASES AND
STATE INSURANCE.

Hon. C. (. ELLIOTT asked the Chief
Seerefarv: 1, What was the amount of pre-
miums colleeted by the State Insnrance Office
for the year ended 30th June, 1937, from
the goldmining industry for insurance
against liability to pay compensation for
mining diseases under the Third Schedule
of the Workers’ Compensation Act? 2,
What were the total payments made under
the Workers' Compensation Act for the year
ended 30th June, 1937, as compensation to
sufferers from mining diseases?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,

£122488 5s. 3d. 2, Actual payments,
£27,311 17s. 3d. In addition, there was an
amount of £25000 paid to the Treasury in
respeet of pavments previcusly made under
the Miners’ Phthisis Aet and which eonld
have been elaimed under the Third Schedule
of the Workers' Compensation Act. These
figures do not show the amount outstanding
in regard to claims already admitted, the



